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BMW IS OUR PASSION.
At Pfaff, we’ve built a community of
people who love to own, drive, race and be
inspired by great cars. We don’t just sell
cars; we deliver extraordinary automotive
experiences – in every showroom, on
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the road, and on the track. If you drive or
aspire to a BMW, visit us and experience
the exceptional service and passion for
performance Pfaff has become famous for.
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Membership in BMW Trillium allows you to:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Sign up for a variety of club events (see below)
Participate in the events of BMW clubs throughout North
America
Receive our excellent Contact magazine, published quarterly
Receive discounts and benefits from dealers and other retailers
as posted on our website
Receive an additional 2% discount (over and above all dealer
discounts) on your next BMW purchase (must be a Club
member for a minimum of 12 consecutive months)
Meet a lot of great, like-minded people!

We run a wide variety of high quality, top educational value events such
as: Advanced Driving Schools, Race Schools, Street Survival Schools,
AutoSlalom competition series, Concourse events, Fun Rallies, Wine
Tours, Social Events and our Annual Christmas Party.
BMW Trillium Club is a non-profit, volunteer run club that exists to
actively promote the varied interests of BMW owners and enthusiasts
from across southern Ontario in the spirit of fun, friendship, and safety.
While the purpose of the club has been mainly to bring together people
who have a keen interest in the BMW brand, we welcome all motoring
enthusiasts.
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Season’s
Greetings!

Have a happy and
safe winter!

President’s
Message

from all us at
Contact

Happy Christmas!
It’s a time for family.
As I write this, the weather services
are calling for our first snowfall of the
year this evening. Ice racing anyone?
It is time to reflect on the Club and its
members for the past year, and time
to begin planning the upcoming year.

an email from the Club Secretary
soliciting your votes. By the time we
reach the AGM and Christmas party
on November 25, the votes will be in
and tallied, and the new Board will be
announced.

Through the efforts of the many
volunteers who run the various
activities offered by the Club, 2017
has been the most successful year
ever for Trillium. The Club has hosted
4 DE events, 5 Auto Slalom events, 2
Street Survival Schools, a Fun Rally
and Wine Tour in Prince Edward
County, several social events, a
BMWCCA Club Race, published 4
Contact magazines delivered to your
home, donated $2,000 to the Hospital
for Sick Children, supported the
Heart House Hospice, Adam’s Dream
Fund and Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Toronto. It has been a very busy year
indeed!

Once the new Board has been
elected, the Board itself will elect the
Club’s executives, namely President,
Vice President, Treasurer and
Secretary. This will be done at the first
Board meeting in January 2018.

As we look forward to 2018, the Club
plans a similar activity schedule, along
with similar support for charities.

Isi Papadopoulos

We look forward to serving you again
in 2018, and wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and enjoy the holiday
season, it is a time for family!
And if you do wish to go ice racing,
please contact me; through our
affiliation with CASC, our members
can participate in all CASC events,
including ice racing!

Board of Directors and Executive:
Isi Papadopoulos, President
Ray Pleasance, Vice President
Steve Gailits, Treasurer
Eileen Arnaud, Secretary
Janice Stone, Membership & Social
Rob Carr, Webmaster
Kaizer Poonawalla, Finance
Driving Events Committee:
Isi Papadopoulos
Steve Gailits, Co-Chief Instructor
Derek Hanson, Co-Chief Instructor
Ray Pleasance
Larry Grzebinski
Kaizer Poonawalla
John Dimoff, Chief Instructor
- Instructor Development Program
Contact Magazine Editors:
Larry Grzebinski, Gayle Gailits
Volunteer Coordinator: Janice Stone
Auto Slalom:
Randy Sparre
Tudor Comsa
Street Survival Schools:
Isi Papadopoulos
Ray Pleasance
Eileen Arnaud
Membership Secretary:
Janice Stone
Wine Tour: Dave Rowlison, Frank and
Robin Schilz
Fun Rally: Zoltan Ruppert
Social Events: Janice Stone
Auditor: Bob Gore CA
Big Brothers Big Sisters Charity
Coordinator: Larry Grzebinski

Sincerely,
Any questions or concerns can be sent
via email to info@trilliumbmwclub.ca

This year is also election time for our
Board; the members of the Board
are elected every 2 years by
the members at large. You
will have already received

BMW Clubs of Canada, Trillium Chapter is a not for
profit club. All ideas and opinions are those of the
writers and no authentication or approval is implied
by the editor or publisher. We assume no liability
for information contained in the magazine and that
Contact retains the exclusive rights of reproduction
in printed or electronic media for any text or photographs submitted. We reserve the right to refuse
publication, edit or modify any material and hold
such material for an indeterminate period.

Have an article you’d like to submit or an idea for content in our magazine?
We’d love to read it! Please submit all ideas/articles to: editor@trilliumbmwclub.ca

Interested in advertising?
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Please contact us via email,
advertising@trilliumbmwclub.ca

Advanced
Advanced
Driving
Driving School
School
With Knowledge Comes Power

With KnowledgeSpend
ComesaPower
weekend with us and you will gain both.

Spend a weekend with us and you will gain both.
Are you interested in improving your car control skills? Have you always wanted to drive on a world renowned
Are track?
you interested
improving
yourinstruction?
car control Looking
skills? Have
wanted to drive
on a world
renowned
Searchinginfor
one-on-one
to beyou
partalways
of a professional,
accredited
organization?
track? Searching for one-on-one instruction? Looking to be a part of a professional, accredited organization?

us(Mosport)
in 2018Grand
at CTMP
(Mosport) Grand Prix Track
Join us in 2017 Join
at CTMP
Prix Track
Beginners • Intermediate
• Advanced
Students Welcome
Beginners
• Intermediate
• Advanced Students Welcome

April 28-30 June 9-11
April 27-29 • June
8-10 • Sept 7-9 • Oct 19 -21
September 8-10

October 20-22

For more info visit For
• more
soBMW.ca
information •
visittrilliumbmwclub.ca

soBMW.ca • trilliumbmwclub.ca
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Me and James Bond
By Gayle Gailits

On many levels, this title is wrong.
Its grammar is incorrect and the
content is not right in its implication
that I have a relationship with James
Bond or that the article is about the
two of us. It is my car that has the
connection with James Bond; I am
part of the story only because I own
it – (catchy title, though).
My little Z3 roadster belongs to
the long list of cars associated with
007. As Rob Sass points out in
his Hagerty article, “B List Bond”,
“Strictly, speaking, an official “Bond
car” is one that was actually issued
to Bond by M16 armaments quartermaster Major Boothroyd, otherwise
known as “Q”. Although the Aston
Martin is more strongly associated
with Bond than any other marque,
Bond has also driven a few BMWs
over the course of his career.
Pierce Brosnan, as the Bond of
the 1990s, drove BMWs in three
movies. Golden Eye had Bond
driving his first BMW, a 1995 Atlanta
Blue Metallic BMW Z3 with Beige
Nappa Leather interior and a 1.9
Litre 16-valve four cylinder engine.
Of course, it had its Q-Branch modifications which included all points
radar, a self-destruct system, bullet
proofing, emergency parachute
braking system and stinger missiles
behind the headlights. During the
mission in GoldenEye, Bond did not
get the chance to use the Z3 much,
and eventually he traded it for a small
plane. Bond is seen in the movie reluctantly handing over the keys to
his CIA contact, Jack Wade, who
makes a rather insincere promise to
not have too much fun with it. After
a reminder not to touch any buttons,
the roadster exits its brief Bond film
tenure but this short time alone, (less
than two minutes on the screen),
caused a significant Z3 sales spike.
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Brosnan drives another BMW in the
1997 movie, Tomorrow Never Dies.
The 750iL is loaned to Bond by Q and is
equipped with missile launchers, voice capability, a retractable metal cutter behind
the BMW roundel, a glove-compartment
safe requiring Bond’s fingerprint to open,
self-inflating tires and a near impenetrable body. It could also be remotely controlled via a special Ericsson cell phone.
During a chase inside a carpark, Bond
exits the car and remotely drives it to the
rooftop, sending it flying off a seven story
parking garage before crash landing into
an Avis car rental office.
It is worth noting that Bond also drives a
BMW motorcycle in this film. Handcuffed
to agent Wai Lin, he rides the R1200C
through bustling streets of Saigon while
being chased by villians in Range Rovers
and a helicopter. The stunts done on this
motorcycle are incredible as it jumps
from a 25 metre high building, flying
over a hovering helicopter and crashing
through the floor.
The World Is Not Enough has
Brosnan, as Bond, behind the wheel of
the BMW Z8. The Z8 was loaded with
all the Q refinements including titanium
plating and armor, ground- to- air missiles,
a key chain, that could control the car
remotely, an infra-red tracking system and
a high sensitivity listening device. All does
not work out well for the Z8 on the screen
as it ends its time being cut in half by a
helicopter with a very large saw.
Now, back to my little Z3 roadster. It
also saw some screen time of its own. In
November, 2012, it aired on a Canada
AM (CTV) special titled “James Bond
BMW Cars”. At the time, Bond was
turning 50 and as part of the celebration of the soon–to-be released Skyfall,
a tribute was made to some of the
cars used by Bond given to him from
Q Branch. Although not metallic blue,
my roadster got the cameras turned its
way for this feature and I lived my relationship with James Bond vicariously
through my Z3.
References:
Blauvet, Christian, “Bond in Motion: 007’s 10 best
cars”, BBC, 3/18/14
Havelock, Steve, “When Bond drove BMWs”,
Bimmer, 12/14/12
Sass, Rob, “B-List Bond”, Hagerty ,3/7/13
Westlock, Steve, “Holy Crap, The James Bond
BMW Is Finally Real”, 4/20/15
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Everything you wanted to know
about the Advanced Driving School
Classroom Training Program

By Les Carter

My High Performance Driving history started in 2012 by being
shown the CTMP Grand Prix track through the windshield of a
Porsche GT2 being driven by Abe Reinhartz, who many of you
will recognize as the club’s ‘heel and toe’ instructor (affectionately bestowed the title ‘Doctor Heel’). At the time, I had zero
track experience and as I recall, as smooth as Abe was, my
stomach didn’t make it past the third track session. Thankfully,
my desire for more track driving survived. In 2013, I bought a
used Corvette C6 Z06 and signed up for two Trillium ADS events
to ‘make sure I could handle the Z06’ (or so I said to my lovely
wife). I haven’t missed a CTMP Trillium event since.
The reason for signing up to Trillium’s ADS program was obvious
to me; the training program consisting of in-class, skid pad and
track instruction including an in-car instructor. That appealed to
me as a mechanical engineer with an instructional training background. Once at Trillium, it didn’t take me long to recognize that
Isi Papadopoulos, John Dimoff, Derek Hanson, and Steve Gailits
were indeed delivering a terrific training program befitting the
risks associated with driving fast cars on a dedicated race track.
The Trillium program format was similar to what I was used to in
my professional career in nuclear power, where I received and
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benefited greatly from competently delivered, certified initial and
continuing training that included not just classroom but also sophisticated simulator training along with extensive Co-Pilot time.
Fast forward a couple of years and after many discussions
with Isi, John, Derek and Steve, I found myself helping the club
putting the In-Class and the ITS (Instructor Training School)
training programs into a certifiable format.
So, with that, let’s talk training.
The training is purposefully split into three segments, each
interrelated but also having individual and distinct objectives.
The classroom sessions are designed to explain the fundamentals of high performance driving (more on that coming up). The
Skid Pad exercises are designed to allow ADS candidates to
explore their vehicle’s traction limits, experience understeer and
oversteer, weight transfer, ABS feel, vehicle rotation techniques,
etc., in a safe environment. Finally, the knowledge gained in the
classroom and skid pad are brought together on the track with
the benefit of a dedicated in-vehicle instructor.
While the track and skid pad objectives are obvious to most,
I have been asked from time to time what the classroom curriculum for the various run groups are and so they are as follows:

Run Group C – Novice
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Trillium Club Expectations of Students, Flag Safety,
Car Prep, Skid Pad Exercises
Safety; Basic Driving Essentials, Intro to Track Driving
Passing Safety, Track Driving Techniques
Vehicle Dynamics Basics
Vehicle Drivetrains, Electronics
Turn by Turn Description of the Track
Wet Driving

Run Group B- Intermediate
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Passing Safety, review of Driving Basics,
Going Off - expectations
Traction Dynamics, Skid Control, Wet Driving,
Track Exercises Explained
The Track turn by turn, Driving Smoothly
Linked Turns, Heel & Toe, Mistakes, Terminology
Vehicle Configuration – Safety Devices, Tires
Mental Aspects of High Performance Driving
Spins

Run Group A - Advanced
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Review of Mandatory Safety Topics
Advanced Vision Concepts
The Mental Aspects of High Performance Driving
Car Rotation Techniques, Spins, advanced Wet Diving
Tires
Suspension
Aerodynamics, Brake Set-up

Those with keen eyes will notice that the curriculum is
similar for all three. The difference comes with the depth of
discussion brought to the topics by the respective instructors.
One of the more common classroom feedback suggestions is to keep the material fresh. This is a struggle in Run
Group C where there is often a large variation in member
track experience. At nearly every session there are new
club members, which is good news, but means that those
who have been at the ADS more than once in Group C will
see and hear the same material because everyone has to
receive the basic fundamentals.
It is in the B and A groups where the classes are tailored
to the experience level of the ADS candidates and where
there is more opportunity for the classroom instructors to
delve into emergent questions from the class on specific
topic areas. It is clear from the training feedback that both
Evan Weaver for the B class and John Venditti for the A
class are doing a terrific job at this. Having said that, it would
be a great help to the classroom trainers to have members
provide some specific subject areas of interest so that they
can be researched, focused training materials developed
and the material made available for next year! Also, ideas
for how we can make the classroom experience better (yep,
like better speakers on the laptop for the videos, a brighter
projector, better white boards, etc.). So, please flood me
with subjects and/or feedback at les-carter@rogers.com.
Until next April, have a safe and healthy winter dreaming
of the perfect lap! If anyone gives you a hard time about day
dreaming, just remind them that visualization is a proven
and encouraged training technique.
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WINE TOUR
AND

Fun Rally
By Zoltan Ruppert

This year’s combined Navigational Fun Rally and Wine Tour
went down with great input from our members’ part - all participants found their way through the rally and into the finish without
needing to open the back-up envelope. It seems that everyone
had their fair share of fun driving and navigating through the
rather scenic landscape. We can also state that the serious and
tight competition from previous years, continued on and was
clearly alive.
The selection of the Prince Edward County area wineries for
the wine tasting, which traditionally follows the rally, proved to be
excellent. The first winery, “Huff Estates”, boasted an extensive
art gallery, indoor and out, in quite an original setting. Next on
the tour was the “Hiller Creek Estates” where we received a
very informative and friendly introduction of the wine harvesting
process and machinery. We also had a chance to sample their
grapes. Some of us managed to quickly move from the third
winery, “Casa Dea”, on to “The Lake On The Mountain Area
County Cider Company”, where the reward was not only some
great cider tastings, but also a fantastic view of Lake Ontario
and its bays from the ridge.
At the end of the day, everyone arrived at The Warring House
for a delicious dinner, delayed a bit by a few of us trying to resolve
some rear brake / noise issue with one of the cars, (my E90
M3). The need to remove the debris, which had settled between
the rear rotor and dust shield, before it caused any permanent
damage, allowed a few of our club members to flex their auto-
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motive muscles and show off how well they were prepared with
their various tools.
Having to cancel our second day due to lack of sufficient
interest, gave us insight as to how we will plan our wine tasting
and fun rally in the future. The rationale in running the two events
in consecutive days and not tying up two separate weekends,
proved not to be the answer to everyone’s busy schedule. It
seems most folks can not free themselves up for two days in a
row so we will most likely return to separate events. That being
said, we already have great routes in mind for the next navigational fun rally - see you there!
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WWW.BRAIDANMOTORSPORT.COM
MARKHAM
9399 Markham Rd
Markham, ON L3P 3J3
T. 905-201-7979
braidan1@gmail.com

CANADIAN TIRE MOTORSPORT PARK
3233 Concession Road 10
Bowmanville, ON L1C 3K6
T. 416-460-5252

PHOTO
HERE
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From the

Right Seat
“Why is this
Instructor
slowing me
down – I play
Need for
Speed so I’m a
great driver.”

“O.M.G!!!
WE’RE GOING
TO DIE!!!”

By John Dimoff
Chief Instructor – Instructor Training

I have been working with novice and experienced instructors for more years than I care to remember. Therefore, when
thinking about Advanced Driving Schools I tend to look at things
from the instructor’s perspective. When Larry “suggested” that
I write yet another article for the club magazine, (my sincere
apologies btw), I thought that this time I’d look at things from
the student’s point of view. Haven’t any of you ever wondered
what was going on under that helmet in the seat next to you?
When I was a student, I know that I certainly did on a number of
‘memorable’ occasions.
Before I go any further, I would just like to state that for the
purpose of this article and for the sake of simplicity, I am going to
use the word ‘he’ when I am talking about instructors. However,
I wish to make it absolutely clear that some of the best instructors I have ever worked with are women – and I live with one
of them. When it comes to communication skills, interpersonal
skills and fine motor control skills – women have it all over the
weaker sex.
That said, one of the first priorities of any instructor is to
evaluate his student. As much as humanly possible through
conversation, he needs to know exactly what he is dealing with
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BEFORE he gets into the car. That is why we ask you questions
like these when we first meet:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Have you been to this track before?
Is this your first driving school and/or how many driving
schools have you done and at what tracks?
What are your goals for this weekend?
What part of your driving do you think needs the most
work?
What kind of tires and brake pads do you have on your
car and/or has your car been modified and if so, how?

These are some of the key questions we ask and depending
upon the answers we receive, there will normally be a few more
pointed questions that will follow. Answers to question #4 are
often interesting and frequently miss the mark totally. It has
been my experience over the years that what a student thinks
is a problem is often a symptom of the problem rather than the
real problem. Sometimes the actual problem can go all the way
back to something as simple as seating position. So even when
listening to his student’s answers, an instructor must keep an
open mind and be prepared for surprises.

Let’s assume that this is not your first
school and you are an upper level Group
C Student or B Student. Your instructor
has already read your previous evaluations and is now watching you drive
in order to see if he agrees with them.
Unfortunately, instructors do not always
agree with previous evaluations, which is
another reason we have to keep an open
mind and expect the unexpected. I like
to tell instructors that instructing is as
much an art as it is a science. Yes, there
are objective measures that we look for
and evaluate, (the SLIP Program), but
there is also a ‘subjective’ interpretation
of what is happening in the car that is a
very important part of the toolkit we use
to best help our student.
What is your instructor looking for
in that first session? First, he is trying
to determine if your skill level fits your
previous evaluations and what you said
during your first meeting. As part of
that process he will be looking at many
things: Should your seating position be
improved? Do you have a ‘death grip’ on
the steering wheel? Are your eyes up or
are you driving from cone to cone? Do
you have quiet hands? Are you slow both
on and off the brake pedal? When do
you get into the throttle and do you apply
it progressively? How smooth is your
transition (when you get off the brake
and get into the gas) and where are you
doing it? In general, are you smooth or
….let’s just say not smooth? Are you
using the whole track, or do you really
have any idea where the correct line is
at this track?? Many questions, answers
and judgments are being processed
every minute you are on the track. Once
your instructor has made his evaluation, he can then get to work helping
you improve. Depending upon what is
needed, this can happen almost immediately or phase in progressively and
gently. Spoiler alert – we like it when we
can do the latter.
Regardless of what group you are in,
you students need to know that instructing well is really very hard work. The instructor must be ‘on’ for every moment
he is on track with you. Simply put there is a massive amount of processing going on under that helmet sitting
next to you! Instructor helmets should
come with cooling fans. There may be
a dozen or more issues with your driving
that need work, but your instructor has
to prioritize ‘on the fly’ and focus on the 3
most pressing concerns. Experience has
taught us that if we try to work on more

than that, most students will suffer some
form of information overload. Therefore,
correctly picking the 3 most important
problems is very important for a number
of reasons – survival being one of them.
As each issue is dealt with, others can
be added. However, working on 3 key
issues each session seems to be ideal.

We learn something
new every time we
go to the track. There
is always room for
improvement and new
skills to learn.
Before the wheels of the car started
turning, your instructor will have established a communication protocol with
you. For example, “When I say brake, I
want you to get on the pedal smoothly
and apply pressure progressively. I don’t
want you to stomp on the pedal!” When
he tells you something, you should know
exactly what he wants because you
worked this out prior to going on track.
However, instructors often find that the
words and approach that work very effectively with one student do not work
at all with another. Therefore, they are
continually monitoring how you are responding to their input. If they think what
they are doing is not working effectively,
they then try to come up with another
approach that will work. I always tell my
student that the student/instructor relationship is a 2-way street. If I am doing
something that is not working for them,
they need to tell me immediately and I
will try to find another way. Students –
you need to know this…. If you are not
happy with the way things are going,
then say something!! If you can’t work
it out with your instructor, then he will
talk to the Chief Instructor and arrange a
change for you.
One of the more challenging aspects
of instructing well is timing. There is
no point telling your student to brake
harder as you go flying through the
grass. This particular instruction should
have obviously taken place much earlier.
Instructor input must be timely and
succinct. There is no time for too many
words. An instruction must be delivered
in time for the student to process the
instruction and then execute it. Well,

here is the thing…. Every student has a
different processing speed. Therefore,
your instructor is continually monitoring your driving in order to optimize his
timing. In addition, over the course of the
weekend the timing of his input will need
to change. As your driving improves and
you get quicker, he will need to move his
input forward so that you will have sufficient time to process and execute the instruction. If you are a really good student
and advancing very quickly, this adjustment is happening constantly.
We could go on ad infinitum about what
is going on in your instructor’s head. I am
sure at some point almost all instructors
wonder how long it is until lunch time.
However, if we recap a bit - you now
know that he has made or is making a
judgment regarding your current skill
level. He is striving to stay alert and ready
for the unexpected. He is prioritizing your
problems and feeding you solutions in
manageable chunks. He is constantly
monitoring the effectiveness and timeliness of his input. He is identifying new
problems and developing solutions ‘on
the fly’. He is trying to maintain a calm
and fun environment inside the car. On
top of all that, in the back of his mind he
is remembering that some jerk like me
has been pounding it into his head year
after year that his number one priority is
safety. His number two priority as a representative of the club is to set a good
example both inside and outside of the
car. And his number three priority is
to teach you as much as he can while
making sure that you’re having a good
time. See – three things! It works for instructors too.
I am old enough to have done quite a
few interesting things in my life. However,
I will always insist that instructing well is
one of the more challenging skills you
can ever hope to master. If you just want
the t-shirt, I will tell you right now that it is
not worth it. The work is simply too hard.
That person next to you is there because
he wants to be…. He gets turned on
when you have a ‘eureka moment’ and
make a major breakthrough. You simply
can’t be a good instructor if you don’t
love it when you see the light bulb go on.
Finally, I like to tell the instructors that we
are all trainees. We learn something new
every time we go to the track. There is
always room for improvement and new
skills to learn. Your instructor is continually working on his skills so that he can
better help you work on yours.
See you at the track.
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By Laurence Yap

One of the things I’ve most admired
about BMW over the years is its steadfast
refusal to look backward. Oh, the
company has a deep respect for its own
history – a trip to their museum in Munich
will tell you just how deep. But, limitedrun Z8 excepted, it’s one of the few car
brands that has really resisted the urge
to use its back catalogue as a source for
lazy new designs. From its tech-flagship
7 Series models right on down to the
least expensive, entry-level cars, BMW
has always been looking forward.
As the industry wrestles with what to
do about electrification, car-sharing, and
the changing role of the automobile in
people’s lives, BMW has been the brand
that has embraced the coming changes
the most. While other carmakers rebel
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by bringing out retro-themed analog
specials to tug at the heartstrings of
auto pundits and enthusiasts, BMW has
plugged wholeheartedly into an electrified future. It’s rolled out plug-in hybrid
versions of its mainstream 3, 5, and 7, and
X5; invested in car-sharing companies
across the globe; and perhaps most impressively, was the first German manufacturer to develop a line of electric cars,
rolling out the i3 and i8 years before any
of its premium competition.
This two-pronged approach is interesting, and it’s worth comparing BMW’s
two approaches to see how they serve
different needs.
Unlike the more conventional “iPerformance” models, which continue to
feature gasoline engines combined with
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plug-in hybrid capability with significant
electric range, the i3 is built on an all-new
architecture specifically designed for
electric driving. Its structure is made of
ultra-light carbon-fibre, to compensate
for the weight of heavy batteries while
preserving the dynamic handling you’d
expect of a BMW; as standard, it is electric-only, with a range-extending gasoline
engine and tiny fuel tank available only as
a cost option; and it looks like it’s driven
straight out of the future.
A friend of mine, upon seeing the i3,
referred to it as a modernist toaster,
and its profile certainly doesn’t fit the
usual BMW mould - which is exactly the
point. The tall, narrow, and somewhat
boxy proportions are perfect for the
city, and combined with the compact,

rear-mounted electric drivetrain, make
for one of the most efficiently-packed
cars I’ve ever driven. Despite the tiny
footprint, there’s tons of space for four
(if not a huge amount of luggage space)
and access is brilliantly easy thanks to
the pillar-less sides.
Thanks to the battery pack sitting
under the floor, the seats are mounted
relatively high, but the driving position is
quite sporty, and visibility out the front,
sides, and rear is brilliant thanks to the
huge glass area. Go for some of the more
interesting interior trim options and you
get naturally-tanned leather, moulded
fabric, and open-pore wood that speak
to the i3’s more sustainable remit. There
are no conventional gauges, all of the
important information being relayed

Despite the unfamiliar, clever packaging
and funky exterior shape, the i3 both feels
and drives like a BMW.
through a pair of high-res LED screens,
and because of the electric drivetrain,
the controls are brilliantly simple: a pod
on the steering column lets you start and
stop the motor, and choose forward,
reverse, or park. This means the centre
console can be minimized, with a floating
iDrive controller in front of a storage bin
and armrest, and a flat floor that gives an
added feeling of spaciousness.
Despite
the
unfamiliar,
clever
packaging and funky exterior shape, the
i3 both feels and drives like a BMW. The
materials, sustainably-sourced though

they may be, are on par with anything
you’d find in more luxurious models; build
quality is superb; and the iDrive controls
an infotainment system with the same
clear logic (and great sound quality) as
any BMW you’ve ever driven.
Most importantly, the i3 performs.
Tromp on the, uh, “gas” pedal, and the
instant torque from the electric motor
leaps it off the line as the future toaster
pulls off a convincing impression of an M
car, the massive torque and lightweight
carbon structure belying the relatively
modest 125-hp power rating. With a sin-
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gle-speed gearbox, the flow of power is
uninterrupted, and unrelenting, right up
to speeds that would get your license and
car confiscated, and the instantaneous
responsiveness of the electric motor is
addictive in an age when we’ve become
acclimatized to turbo lag from gasoline
engines. Let off the gas and the enginebraking effect – as the motor becomes
a generator to charge the battery – is
more aggressive than you experience in
a gasoline car, but you soon acclimatize
to driving the i3 with one pedal, letting
the regeneration slow the car, even to a
stop, instead of using the brake pedal.
While the skinny, low-rolling resistance
Bridgestone Ecopia tires look barely wide
enough for a shopping cart let alone a
BMW, their tread pattern is aggressive,
and the i3 actually enjoys being thrown
around a bit; the heavy battery pack
essentially fills the floor of the chassis,
meaning a low centre of gravity that
makes for stable, confident cornering;
next year’s i3S, with more power, should
be even more fun. Ride quality is very
good for a small car, and the only real
dynamic complaint is a slight sensitivity
to crosswinds, thanks to the tall sides.
While it’s capable of big speeds on
the highway and has plenty of passing
power, the i3 is definitely more comfortable bounding around town, where regeneration means it depletes its battery
more slowly than the sustained high
speeds of the open road. (A range-ex-
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tending gasoline engine is, of course,
available as an option, but it’s really
designed to be used infrequently, as it
only adds about 100 km of extra reach.)
No matter: if your driving patterns
involve regular use of the freeway, and
much longer trips, the iPerformance
models of the 3, 5, 7, and X5 will better
suit your needs.
Step into the X5 40e, “fire it up,” and
it feels a little weird to be driving around
in a BMW that not only doesn’t make
straight-six noises rolling through town,
but no noise at all, save for the quiet
rustle of the tires against pavement and
a faint hum from the drivetrain.
The 40e incorporates BMW’s familiar
2.0-litre turbocharged four-cylinder
engine with a powerful electric motor
and lithium-ion battery to deliver a total
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of 308 horsepower and 332 lb-ft of
torque. But what’s more impressive than
the power output, which is roughly on
par with the X5 35i, is that same silent,
seamless way it delivers its power – like
the i3, just moving a lot more weight. In
comfort mode, you start in electric-only, yet the big SUV pulls away strongly
from a standstill on a wave of instant
torque; push your foot down harder and
the gasoline engine eases in, carrying
you smoothly and quietly up to highway
speeds with ease, despite the 150-kg
weight penalty imposed by the batteries
and their associated control units.
Use the driving dynamics selector by
the shifter to choose sport mode, and
the logic is reversed: while the startstop system remains active in all driving
modes, shutting the engine off when

you’re at a standstill, in sport, standing
starts begin with the gasoline engine,
and the electric motor cuts in to deliver
an extra power boost, almost like a
second level of turbocharging. Driven
like this, the X5 40e is more exciting than
you might expect of a spacious, five-seat
SUV: its 0-100 km/h time of under seven
seconds doesn’t do justice to the instantaneous electric torque boost that lofts
the X5 40e effortlessly past slower-moving freeway traffic.
The 40e comes with what must be
the most aggressive standard wheeland-tire setup of any hybrid SUV on the
market: a staggered (and staggering) set
of 20-inch Dunlop Sport Maxx tires that
give it sports-car like grip well past the
limits of reasonable road driving. Power
assistance, for me, was just right through
the big three-spoke steering wheel,
though some drivers might find the helm
a bit too heavy; the tradeoff is incredible
precision and excellent feel, no matter
which driving mode you’re in.
Indeed, the driving fun that the X5 40e
delivers is, at times, a little bit at odds
with other parts of its personality. Enthusiasts will love its power and handling,
but will likely be disappointed by its lack

Which electrified BMW is right for you,
therefore, depends on where you want to drive it,
and what you’re going to use it for.
of aural encouragement from the engine
compartment. Those who love its silent
running in the city might find its aggressive wheel/tire setup a bit much over
cobbled downtown streets. Ultimately,
it’s happiest on open, more flowing
roads, crossing big distances at big
speeds in a way you’d expect of a BMW
– a distinctly different driving profile to
where the i3 is happiest.
Which electrified BMW is right for you,
therefore, depends on where you want
to drive it, and what you’re going to use
it for. The great thing about the X5 40e
is that it delivers all of the i3’s advantages of clean running, instant torque, and
minuscule running costs in town, and has
the range and reach of a conventional
SUV. Where the i3 excels is in the urban
and suburban grind, where its combination of efficient packaging, torquey performance, and BMW dynamics make it
uniquely, and surprisingly, compelling.
Both of them are powerful, silent, and
refined – and not only eligible for big gov-

ernment rebates, but also green license
plates in Ontario that let you access the
HOV (high-occupancy vehicle) lanes on
400-series highways around the GTA,
even when alone.
My own driving patterns – I live in
downtown Toronto, and have a commute
that mostly involves city streets with a
little bit of highway driving – meant that
ultimately the i3 was the more compelling drive of the two. I loved its styling, efficiently packaged and cleverly-sourced
interior, and the fact that it felt a little bit
like it’d driven right out of a sci-fi movie
into my condo parking lot. For my own
uses, the X5 still drove great, but it felt
more conventional, and therefore a bit
less exciting.
The brilliant thing about BMW’s
strategy, though, is that no matter
what your use cases are, they’ve got
something that will not only meet your
needs, but still deliver the performance,
handling, and excitement that we’ve
come to love about the brand.
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Four-Time
North American
C-Modified
Champions

BMW Service,
Modification & Motorsport
Driver Coaching
and Race Prep

Motorsport Dealer
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Custom Chromalloy cages
& half-cages
Complete chassis fabrication &
setup
Engine building - street, track &
race
AiM digital dashboards
& data loggers
Brakes - AP Racing, Pagid & PFC
Carbon fiber & composite parts
Safety - seats, harnesses
& nets
APEX race wheels - slicks &
tires
Aero - wings, splitters
& diffusers
AMSOIL lubricants

EDITOR’S NOTE –
Our apologies to Michael Tan
(michael.tan@gmail.com)
for failing to acknowledge his
photo credits for pictures used
in the BBBST article in the Fall
2017 issue.

Trillium BMW Club

is YOUR Club;

is run entirely by volunteers, and is a “not-for-profit”
organization. Nobody is paid. Our volunteers put in many
hours to make the Club a better place for every member!
Please consider volunteering some
of your time. Volunteers are needed
for a variety of activities, ranging from
helping out at Advanced Driving School
weekends, Auto-Slalom events, Street
Survival Schools, Race weekends
and Fun rallies to helping out with
the massive work effort that goes on
behind the scenes to make this Club
work and to offer the many activities
that we do for our members.
Even the “little” activities that
sometimes are taken for granted
could not be run without volunteers;
things such as helping with cones at the
skid pad, helping at registration, etc.
If you can donate some time on a ADS
weekend, or a SSS weekend, the little
things will run a lot smoother!
The Club also supports various
charities, such as Big Brothers Big

www.ravenperformance.com
905-477-1800
18 CONTACT
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VOLUNTEER
S
NEEDED!
Sisters, Hospital for Sick Children, Heart
House Hospice, Adam’s Dream Fund and
others.
Your volunteering in the Club will not
only introduce you to the over one-thousand great people who make up this Club,
but will also go a long way to helping out
the communities in which we live.

For more info on volunteering, please contact
Janice Stone, janicestonelifecoach@gmail.com

Trillium
Christmas Party
and AGM
By Janice Stone

With a great number participating this year you will want
to make sure you don’t miss our AGM and Christmas Party
next year!!

Photos By Kostas Tsikourlis & Eileen Arnaud

We enjoyed another wonderful evening of celebration for
the year 2017 over a delicious dinner, lots of prizes (care of
our club sponsors Pfaff BMW and Policaro BMW), and time
to enjoy catching up with friends or leaving it on the dance
floor (thanks DJ Mike!). Thank you to BMW Club Trillium’s
Chapter for subsidizing this evening for our members.
This evening is always a highlight of our year and a great
time for all the different event participants, event committees and members to enjoy some great fun together at the
end of the year.
Approximately 40 members attended this year’s
AGM. Trillium’s outgoing club president Isi Papadaupolis
presented an over-view of a very successful 2017 and the
planned events and activities for 2018 that will be implemented by the newly elected Board of Directors. For more
information, please visit Trillium’s website.
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Readers’ Rides
By Amir Farahmand

“Improving is what matters.
I don’t think about next season.
I only want to focus on what I’m doing now.”
Ayrton Senna
As a young kid, I was always interested
in cars and mostly the racing aspect of
them. At the age of 6, I was able to start my
Dad’s green Hillman Hunter but that skill
did not have a happy ending. Not knowing
it was in gear, the car started and immediately hit a hydro pole. My father was not
happy at all. That was definitely a bad day,
but later in life, he always supported my
motor racing career. I am missing him
these days but I know he would be proud of
my accomplishments both in business and
in my racing.
To learn more about the fundamentals of
the sport and engineering, I studied auto
mechanics in high school and then, in university, majored in electronic engineering.
I had to move from a very small town
to go to university in Tehran. Fortunately,
that’s where all car racing occurred. I had
many more opportunities to get involved
in the sport and was lucky enough to meet
some great friends and racers who helped
me along the way. Through them, I was officially introduced to the sport in 1995. I
started racing with a 1971 Camaro RS, then
a 1974 Renault 5 - 1.3, a Kia (Ford Fiesta),
a VW Mark I with 1.6 engine and 4 weber
55mm Carbs, a 1976 Mini Cooper S 1.3, a
Renault 5 Turbo and 3 BMWs- E30 , E36
and E46. All track modifications were
homemade. Progress and developing these
cars was slow due to limited access to parts
& information. I also did some rallies with
Kia (Ford Fiesta) and a Peugeot 206. I was
also involved with Go Karting racing with
CRG Karts when they first imported them
to Iran.
I moved to the great land of Canada in
2009 with my lovely wife, Shery. As an
Iranian electronic engineer and business
man, I have been involved with motorsport
for the last 20 years and have experienced
many different types of race cars, go karts,
and some rally cars. After getting settled in
Toronto, one of the first things I did was to
look for a race car and some racing experience. Through my uncle, I was introduced
to John Dimoff at Raven Performance Inc.
As soon as I walked into John’s Raven
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Performance shop, I was sure I was in the
right place - my eyes lit up, as I saw cars in
various states of builds and walls of tires
and parts. My first question to John was,
“How can I buy a race car?” “Amir, meet
Mr. Covell Brown. Mr. Covell Brown, meet
Amir”. With John’s great help, I bought
my first Canadian race prepared car (2003
Red-E46-M3-HP) from Mr. Covell Brown, a
gentleman who greatly supported my establishment in Canada, and as luck would
have it, was retiring from the racing circuit.
Later, I turned the car to CM with number
025.
So, after doing few schools with BMW
CLUB TRILLIUM CHAPTER, I did my
first race at Sebring International Raceway
in 2011. That was a totally different experience compared to what I had previously
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done in terms of racing and was one of the
best things I have ever done. Steve Barnett,
(the current owner of Outline Motorsport
Inc.), helped a lot so we were able to finish
that race weekend with great results.
I’ve won a few championships racing in
the Middle East circuits and I was lucky
enough to translate that experience to top 5
finishes in almost all my races I have done
in Canada.
After doing some races at Mosport
(CTMP) & Calabogie, I determined that,
Calabogie is one of my favorite tracks – 20
corners and 5.05 kms long and what one
would consider a very technical track. In
the first race in 2015 after pushing too hard
and chasing John & Isi, my engine blew up.
While I was planning to build the new
car, we received an inquiry that one of the

Trillium members was looking for a caged
chassis. As I was going to build a new car
from scratch, I sold it. We then bought a
BMW shell from Marshall Papadopoulos,
another Trillium member (and now owner
of Bavarian Motosport Inc). It’s good to be
part of the Club.
Since I turned my car class from HP to
CM, I always complained that weight is
my enemy. At 2763 lb not including my
weight, we had to build something lighter,
lower and with better aerodynamics.
The design of this car became unique
with strength, safety and lightness being
the optimum objectives. With Steve
Barnett’s years of experience and my engineering background, we designed the
whole project in advance. With the help
of cage builder software, we designed the
cage first on the computer. What makes
this cage unique is that you don’t see that
many cuts in the entire cage in comparison
with traditional caging. We used bends
almost everywhere to keep the structural
strength of tubes as high as possible.
The firewall was cut and the engine
moved back about a foot to establish a
perfect 50/50 weight distribution. To lower
the center of gravity, we made custom
motor mounts to let the engine sit lower
than usual. The custom designed front
clip, including the radiator frame and

headlights, are completely removable as
one piece. I used to have an electric water
pump on my previous car, but on this one, I
decided to go with the recommendation of
our engine builder, Preben, and install the
factory water pump instead. My electric
power steering pump was installed in the
lowest possible place - inside the front
inner fender, in order to keep all weight as
low as possible. We did the same for the

battery on the other side. It goes on and on.
As in any build, we had some funny days
as well. Steve didn’t want to install the
headlights. I won.
It’s not only about great cars and racing
- it’s about people who make things great.
From the car builders, the BMW Trillium
Club, to my fellow racers and participants
at all these events - you are the people who
have become my second family.

Marshall Papadopoulos
www.bavarianmotorsportinc.com

• BMW Specialist with 10+ Years Experience

Shop: (905) 619-8813
Cell: (647) 407-5532
• Performance Upgrades and Custom Fabrication
bavarianmotorsportinc@gmail.com
BMW Specialist with 10+ Years
Experience
• Diagnostics, Service and Repair
• Racing and Track Preparation

www.bavarianmotorsportinc.com

Diagnostics,
Service and Repair
• Service and Repair on All Makes
and Models

Performance Upgrades and Custom Fabrication
to All Trillium
Members
and Preparation
Racing
and Track
Bavarian Motorsport Inc
BMW True North Members
1031 Toyand
Ave, Unit
E
Service and Repair on All Makes
Models
OFF
with Proof of Membership
Pickering, ON L1W 3N9
10% Off to All Trillium Members with
Proof of Membership
10% Off to All BMW True North Members with
Proof of— WINTER
Membership
www.trilliumbmwclub.ca
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Phil vs. Nurburgring
By Phil White (“The Wise”).

welcome to

PART 2

OK, now, where did I leave off in part #1 of this article?
Ah yes ... I flew from Toronto to Frankfurt, Germany. Apparently, there is a race track at Nurburg that is the longest
(21 Km), fastest and most dangerous race track in the world.
So what! I’m am experienced high performance driver. What
could possibly go wrong?
I stayed at a hotel near Altenahr, about 20 Km north of
Nurburg on the main north/south route # 257.
I rented a BMW e36 race car from “Ring Freaks”, just 10
Km south of Nurburg, in Kelberg. I did some laps of the
famous Nurburgring Nordschleife (also known as the “Green
Hell”, thanks to Sir Jackie Stewart). The German Formula
One venue at the Nordschleife was relocated after Nicki
Lauda’s terrible crash and burn in 1976.
Anyway, If you remember part #1, I was just taking my
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new friend “Dovis” for a ride around a very dull, dank and wet
Nordschleife race track, and frankly - doing OK. However,
as I mentioned in “Part 1” of this article (You did read part 1,
didn’t you?) some corners look similar!
I approached a bend after “Exmuhle” that is half way
around the track. Now, I recognized the upcoming bend, and
knew that it headed onto a long and fast section. I therefore
started to accelerate, and the data showed that I was doing
130 km/hr. Unfortunately, although I knew that I was correct;
I was wrong!
I was actually approaching a wet, tight right, downhill, late
apex, dangerous corner (Bergwerk) ... that then leads onto
the fast section (Kesselchen).
“Oops!”… Not the actual words that I used after I realized
my little boo-boo.

What to do?
What to do, indeed!
I decided to crash.
I impacted the metal barrier to my left
at a speed of 80km/hr (50 mph) and
took out 5 sections of the offending
structure. Apparently, each section costs
$450 Cdn. After sliding to a halt, thanks
to a newly polished metal barrier, I felt it
only polite to inquire after the health and
welfare of my passenger, “Dovis”. He
appeared a little surprised. I suspect the
reason being that it was his first ride with
me.
Now, to be fair, Dovis did gesture me
to slow down upon the approach to
that fateful corner. However, I was more
focused of where to crash and probably
thought that he was just being chicken!
After we came to rest, Dovis did offer
me some helpful advice.
He said, “I told you so”.
I shall pay closer attention to Dovis.
The corner track Marshall signaled us
that the local yellow lights were displayed,
so we hopped out of the car via the
passenger door, and over the barrier.
The recovery was under a “Hot Lap”,
so only local yellows displayed, and no
track shut down. I would have had to pay
for a track closure (don’t ask!)
All of the track Marshalls are active or
retired police officers.
The flatbed from Bongard came and
removed the BMW (See photo). They
took it back to Kelberg, only 10 km south
of Nurburg, for $700 Cdn. By the way,
Bongard has the exclusive contract for
the Nurburgring!!
Can you imagine how I felt after a
German Police Officer approached me
and said “Papers Please”.
After the Marshalls had documented
the incident, they gave me a ride back
to the office.
I asked that if they had crashed, would
they have had to pay? They said no. I
then asked if I could borrow their car for
the next day; They again said no.
I attended the office and paid for the
barrier, the attending Marshalls, the clean
up crew, the site equipment, the track
vehicle, workforce weekday w (whatever
that is), and administrative fee.
My credit cards were melting.
I then spent some time in the office
at Ring Freaks, regarding the vehicle
damage.
Ignas was gracious, accommodating
and quoted a repair cost that was less
than the contract called for. Ignas and
Peter can fix anything!
I called Canada and borrowed a blank

remembered every turn (rather that every
turn but one). He built the car himself and
leaves it at the Ring Freaks location while
working in Berlin.
Shortly after the ride, the track was
closed due to an incident. Apparently
a McLaren dropped fluid on the fastest
part of the track (Fuchsrohre / Foxhole).
A number of cars and people were
involved. Three helicopters and several
ambulances took up most of the
afternoon. The track was later declared
closed for the day.
cheque. I saw all the damage! Gearbox
case, engine mounts, front and rear suspension, steering rack, quality wheels
bent, lights, front fender, front bumper,
front supports, bodywork etc, etc.
Other damage included a cracked
phone belonging to Dovis, and some
cracked ribs, belonging to myself. I
offered to replace his phone, but he
preferred to keep it as a souvenir. He said
that it was his first crash on the Nordschleife.
Happy to oblige!
I decided that this would be a good
time to inquire about the availability of
a replacement vehicle. Unfortunately,
mostly booked.

Sunday 13 August, 2017
Today, the track was open between 1
and 7pm. I arrived at the track Diner just
after 1pm and met Ignas and Dovis.
They both had track cars. I didn’t.
Dovis offered to give me a ride around
the track. He’s a really good driver and

Monday 14 August, 2017
I woke up but couldn’t move. The inevitable consequences had finally arrived.
I couldn’t sit up or roll over and get out
of bed.
The telephone was on the other side
of the room (note to Frank)! If that wasn’t
bad enough, I suddenly got cramping in
both legs. This was further compounded by my bladder urging me to visit the
bathroom.
What to do?
What to do indeed!
You will be glad to know that I fought
the pain and successfully completed my
mission with time to spare.
I drove down to Kelberg in the
afternoon and viewed the disassembled
car. Replacement parts were already
delivered. I spoke with Ignas but he had
bad news for me. The other clients had
actually arrived, and therefore, no car for
Phil.
But, then came the good news. Dovis
had called and offered to lend me his
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Readers’
Rides
If you’re reading this, odds are you like, (and in
some cases love), cars. We all have our individual
stories and Contact is looking for cars to profile.
First car? Project car? A car that you’ve kept on
life support way too long.

Have an interesting story? Send an email to editor@trilliumbmwclub.ca
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GENERAL INFORMATION:
You may be interested to know that Frank
Pezer, owner of the Hotel am Rossberg, in
Altenahr, will be obtaining several road legal
Go-Karts for rent. I kid you not! See photo.
E-mail Frank for more info.
rezeption@hotelamrossberg.de
Tel. 02643/904 799 0
www.hotelamrossberg.de
He should have some by the time you read this.

Sad Phil

own race car, to drive on the track. Wow!
Thank goodness for short memories!
It was my last day in Germany, and I drove four laps of
the Nordschleife in Dovis’s BMW.
Under the circumstances, it was the most incredible four
laps of my life.
I returned his car in perfect condition.
If you ever see someone else driving my 1974 Nine
hundred and eleven, introduce yourself to Dovis.

Tues. 15 Aug. 2017
I managed to get back to Frankfurt airport in time for the
flight back to Toronto, via Detroit. I failed to fill the gas tank,
so expected a penalty upon its return.
I was not disappointed.
The actual fuel cost to fill the tank was $75 Cdn. The
penalty charge, over and above that, was $155 Cdn.
I retrieved the car and found a gas station. My arrival
in Detroit precipitated several long line ups. My ribs and I
made it through two of them, but the third long line made
me cry Uncle.
I now became a “Special Needs” traveler. A wheelchair
was provided that looked like it came straight from the
movie set “One Flew Over The Cuckoos Nest”.

One evening, at the local track restaurant
“PistonKlasse” I met a friend of Ignas. His name
is Misha, a Russian car guy. His “You Tube” name
is “Boosted Boris”. Look him up.
Another mutual friend is Ray. He is a veteran
instructor that knows the Ring. His knowledge
of the track can certainly reduce track expenses!
I was fortunate to have met some great people
(almost worth crashing for).
If you’re interested in driving the “Ring”,
I suggest getting in touch with Ignas at “Ring
Freaks”.
info@ringfreaks.de
+49 160 91083555
Dauner Strasse 31, 53539 Kelberg (DE)
www.Ringfreaks.de

Some other quick info
The Nordschleife was built in two years and
opened in 1927. It was to help a depressed
economy in the region. Around the same time,
another smaller track was built called the “Sudschleife”. This track was not as popular as its big
brother. Apparently some careless tank drivers
in the forties made the Sudschleife a bit of a
mess. It was left to decay and over part of the
Sudschleife was built the newish GP track and
buildings that stand today.
While the new GP track has much safer
features, like wider run off areas, it does not hold
the same fascination as the legendary Nordschleife.
Actually, wider run off areas does sound rather
appealing.
www.trilliumbmwclub.ca — WINTER 2017
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Contact Magazine for Trillium Members
and your membership renewal
IF YOU HAVE NOT already renewed your
membership, you are encouraged to renew now.

To renew your membership, please go to the Club’s NEW web site

www.trilliumbmwclub.ca

BMW Club of Canada Trillium Chapter
publishes Contact magazine 4 times each year.
The magazine is mailed to all members whose
membership is current.

If you had a username and password
on the old web site, they will not work
on the new site, so just click “join the
club” and enter all the required information.

Please renew your membership ASAP
to ensure you receive subsequent issues,
invitations to social events and to be eligible for
BMW parts and lifestyle discounts, along with
the other benefits provided by the Club. The
membership dues fund the publication of the
magazine.

If you already have a user name and
password on the new site, hold the
mouse over “membership” and click
on “renew an existing membership”
and follow the directions.

All memberships end in December of the
year you renew (unless you have renewed for
2 or more years). Memberships do not continue
through to the anniversary date of when you
join/renew, they end in December. There is no
advantage in waiting until your first driving event
to renew, it is better to renew now; it ensures
continuity in your membership.

Discount structures at
Pfaff BMW and Policaro BMW
for Trillium members

Your Trillium
membership
card and why
you need it

Trillium members will receive a discount at Pfaff BMW and
Policaro BMW as follows:

Isidore Papdopoulos
Once you have renewed
Member # MNO-0200
your membership for
Expiry Date: 02 12 2018
2017, you will receive a
member
membership card in the
mail a few weeks later.
Bring this card with you to all events, whether driving
related or social. The Club’s insurance requires that
all participants be current members of the Club.

sample

20%

DISCOUNT

ON

PARTS

10%

DISCOUNT

ON

LIFESTYLE
PRODUCTS

Also, the Club has arranged discounts for parts and
BMW Lifestyle products at some BMW dealerships in
the GTA and at some third-party performance shops.
You will need to show a valid Trillium membership
card to qualify for the discount.

To receive parts and BMW lifestyle products discounts, simply
go to the parts counter and present your valid membership card.

See web site for details on discounts.

This discount is over and above the best deal you can work
out with the dealership. To apply for this discount, you must
be a member for at least 12 consecutive months, and have
completed the form available on the web site.

e.g.: 10% off ECU tunes at Eurocharge with valid
membership card.

26 CONTACT

|

WINTER 2017 — www.trilliumbmwclub.ca

Trillium members will also receive an additional 2% discount
on new BMW cars – does not apply to M2 and M4GTS.
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rethink M

416-398-0909

Photo Credit: Radu Caracaleanu

ON A MISSON.
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