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Holy Hannah, where the heck did the Summer go?  Wait, let me re-write that…where did
the “Summer” go?  We certainly haven’t had a very consistent one or a warm one at that.  
Not to mention, it seems like just last week I was breaking out the sandals and sunscreen
and now I’ve starting to use the F-word. You know the one I’m talking about. That nasty
word that makes everyone stop in their tracks.  Yes that’s right…freezing.  What did you
think I meant?!  Tsk tsk, shame on you for thinking that.  I am, after all, a lady (<----enter
laugh here.)
Maybe if I was a skier I would be able to look forward to the cold, blistery months ahead.  
Truth be told, I wrecked my knee 15 years ago and haven’t really been again since; not that
I was any good back then, which is probably why my knee was wrecked.  Wait, how did this
article become so depressing?  I’m going to turn down the a/c in the house to a balmy 25
degrees Celsius and sit in the bathroom with the hot shower running so I can get back to
my happy place.  Might have to make a Margarita too, just to be safe.
Truth be told, as much as I love the heat, this year I’ve developed a new appreciation
for the cooler weather.  You see I’m  one of four drivers on a Chump Car team and, with
all bloody safety gear you have to wear, I say bring on the cooler fall (not COLD winter)
weather. Personally I think it’s more dangerous to have me racing around track for 2 hours
straight, sweat dripping in my eyes and having hallucinations of our Club President taunting
me from the roofs of all the competing cars.  But I digress; the Fall is a fabulous time to
be out and about in your car, whether on the track or just taking in the beautiful change of
colours and fresh air.
This Fall Trillium is putting on two fantastic social events.   The first, a Wine Tour on
September 28th through the Niagara Region. All those signed up will meet at a designated
location and drive a wonderfully scenic route to three Wineries. A special location has been
booked for dinner and a group deal has been arranged if you choose to stay overnight. The
second on October 20th, Trillium is bringing back the Fun Rally. A hilarious day north of the
city full of hijinks and tom foolery, all in the name of fun.  Drive a planned route solving
puzzles and riddles along the way, ending with a terrific lunch and great company.   For
more information on these and our other events, check out our website www.soBMW.ca
It certainly is an awesome time to be a member of Trillium. I know I’ve said it before but
you really are a fantastic group of people. It is because of you and your support that our
club is so successful.  We enjoy putting on all these events for you; and lord knows if we
didn’t like you they wouldn’t happen…do you know how much work is involved??? Oi Vey!
I wish you all a wonderful Fall.  Take time to breathe in the clean, fresh air.  Make an effort to drive out of the city, even if it’s only a little way and only for a half hour.  Appreciate
how truly beautiful our country is. And for
goodness sakes, if you see Isi taunting you
from the roofs of passing cars, don’t panic;
you’ve just stumbled in to one of my hallucinations.  Enjoy the ride!

Jenn

editor@trillium-bmwclub.ca
Have an article you’d like to submit or an idea for content in our magazine?
We’d love to read it! Please submit all ideas/articles to editor@trillium-bmwclub.ca
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Register on our website www.soBMW.ca or via email scott@trillium-bmwclub.ca
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All Weekend
• Tons of Mosport/CTMP Grand Prix
Track Time
• In-Class Sessions
• Skid Pad Learning
• Saturday Night Track Walk & Dinner
• Tax Receipt

PRESIDENT’S OUTREACH
Isi Papadopoulos, President

In this edition, I would like
to share with the members
the reasons that I first joined
the BMW Club, and my
experiences in those years in
the Club.
When I first joined, what
is now the “Trillium Chapter”
was the BMW Club of
Canada, there weren’t any
other chapters, and although
most members were based
in the GTA, the club had
members across all of
Canada. Eventually some
of these members started
chapters in their local areas,
and Trillium assisted them in
setting up, running their first
events and even assisted
financially in some cases. It all
culminated in the BMW Club
of Canada, of which Trillium is
now a chapter. The work and
effort which the Trillium team
exerted to assist the other
chapters was very impressive
to a new member who had
just bought his first Bimmer
and who had just joined.
When I joined the BMW
Club, I was not sure what I
was getting into, or what type
of people I would meet. I had
these ideas in my head that this
might be a “snob” club of some

sort and that maybe I was
not worthy or maybe I would
not be a good fit. However, I
thought that for sixty bucks,
it was worth a try, just to see
what may happen. It was
probably the second best sixty
bucks I had spent in my life,
second only to my marriage
license which cost about the
same. Since then, I have been
accused by my loving spouse
of being married to the BMW
Club, but I digress…
I arrived at my first event
with the Club not knowing
what to expect or what kind
of people I might meet.
Would it be the social elite
who measure people by their
pedigree or social status?
Would it be an “old boys” club?
Would it be this, or would it be
that? All manner of different
theories went through my
mind. But it turned out that
none of them were right! I was
pleasantly surprised to find
that the Club was populated
by people just like me, people
who were down to earth and
who went out of their way to
help someone. All the ideas
that had been previously (and
wrongly) construed in my mind
were incorrect. The people in

the Club were ordinary people
just like you and I. People
that put their pants on one
leg at a time, same as I do,
and people who believe in
the fellowship of humanity,
and are eager to lend a hand;
people who enjoy cars, and in
particular BMW’s. People who
like to get together and share
their passion with like-minded
people. And above all, people
who are very nice people,
without exception. So my first
event turned out to be a great
experience, both with enjoying
my Bimmer and in having met
some great new people. The
decision to attend the next
event was an easy one. And
the experience was similar.
Each subsequent event was
not only fun, but built upon
the numerous friendships
which had been formed in
prior events. And for the
many years that I have been
a member, those friendships
have strengthened. I may add
that some of these friendships
have
become
life-long
friendships.
To summarize my experience
in less than 12 words: The Club
is now more about the people
than the cars.

As our Club moves into
the future, and as we bring
in more and more members
(we have almost doubled
our membership in the past
2 years), my mission is to
maintain that single great
value which I experienced
when I first joined: The
camaraderie of the people
who are the members of
the Club! We have opened
our Club to a great many
people, some of whom don’t
own a BMW, but “fit” into the
environment which every
member has helped create.
Today there are even more
reasons for a potential new
member to join the Club. Our
activities are diverse, from
car shows to autocross, wine
tours, fun rallies, track events,
Street Survival schools, social
meetings, and much more!
If you have a friend who you
think might have some fun with
the Club, please invite them
to come and experience it. It
will be the second best sixty
bucks they will ever spend!
PS: My wife didn’t make me
add the word “second”.
isi@trillium-bmwclub.ca
416-678-4025
CONTACT - Fall 2013

•

5

TECH TALK

Q&A with Steve Gailits, Trillium Club Treasurer &
Marshall Papadopoulos, Member at Large
with questions from our readers

that the original equipment
filters offer the best filtration.
You may get more power out
of the aftermarket high-flow
filters, because the computer
sees more air flow and injects
more fuel to compensate.
Choosing an air filter is an
important step in getting the
most out of your car, and if a
high flow filter is the solution, it
might be a good idea to keep
it for track weekends and
install the original equipment
air filter for daily driving.

Right, K&N air filter.
Below stock air filter.

•

Winter prep

Air filters
Engines need a mixture of
fuel and air to run properly.
In the old days, there was
an adjustment screw on the
carburetor to make sure the
engine could operate at peak
performance,
depending
on the amount of air it was
getting. On new cars, the
air is measured by an air
flow sensor, so regardless
of how much air your engine

gets, it will run properly.
This becomes an issue
when the air filter is plugged
up, because the computer
detects less air coming in
and compensates for it by
metering the amount of fuel
it puts in. One easy way to
avoid this is by changing
your air filter frequently, but
there are many options to
choose from when replacing
an air filter. The stock air
filter is the best bet, as it has

the optimal filtration for the
engine it was designed for.
If you start to upgrade the air
filter, you sacrifice filtration
for air flow. For example, a
high flow air filter may give
you a 5-8HP boost, but it isn’t
just letting in extra air, it’s
letting in extra dirt, which will
wear the engine out faster.
Independent studies have
been done to determine the
filtration quality of different
air filters, and it’s been found

Winter is coming, and there’s
no time like the present to
sort out what we need to do
to keep our cars properly
stored so they’re ready to
drive come spring time. The
first thing to consider is the
tire pressures. Because
the car is going to sit for
an extended period of time,
it’s a good idea to overinflate the tires so they don’t
develop flat spots while they
sit. Every tire is marked on
the sidewall with a maximum
pressure rating, so when
you store the car, pump up
the tires to the maximum
that’s printed on the tire.
That will keep the tire round
while it stays parked. Engine

CHUCK’S AUTO INC.
56 BRYDON DRIVE
ETOBICOKE, ON
(416) 749-9211
info@chucks-auto.com
Mon - Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-3pm
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the BMW specialists

BMW Vehicle Sales & Service, Parts & Accessories

20th Anniversary!

North American BMWCCA
C-Modified Champions
2007, 2008, 2009, 2011

oil should be changed just
before the car is parked,
so that the oil doesn’t have
any condensation in it.
The car should be fueled
up completely so that
condensation can’t form
inside the fuel tank. If the car
is only going to be stored for
six months or less, you do not
have to add fuel stabilizer to
the fuel. Many people think
that it’s a good idea to start
the car every few weeks and
let it run for a while, or drive
it around the block and park
it. This is actually the worst
thing to do, as the change
in temperature will increase
the amount of condensation
inside the motor, and the car
won’t get hot enough to burn
the water off from the oil. It
is best to get a good quality
battery minder and let the
car sit while it is not in use.
The battery minder has to
be a “smart” charger, being
that it monitors the voltage
of the battery and cycles on
and off as needed. If you are
worried about the car rusting,

it is a good idea to put a
sheet of vapour barrier down
and park the car on top. As
most garages have concrete
floors, the moisture from
the ground tends to come
up through the concrete, so
the plastic will keep it from
rotting the underside of the
car. One thing that people
don’t consider is leaving a
window cracked open. This
will prevent mold and mildew
from forming inside the car in
case there is a bit of moisture
inside. It is also a good way
to run the cord for the battery
minder into the car, because
when you close the door on
a cord it deforms the door
seals. If you follow these
simple rules, your car will
make it through the winter
and emerge like new in the
spring, ready for a summer
of motoring.

•

We love your questions! If
you have any you would like
answered, please send them
to tech@trillium-bmwclub.ca

BMW Service Modification & Motorsport
Advanced Driver Training & Coaching
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Custom chromolly cages & half-cages
Complete chassis fabrication & setup
Engine building – street, track, race
DTA & Pectel race engine management
Race Technology, DTA, Pectel & Motec
digital dashboards & data loggers
Brake upgrades – AP Racing, Performance
Friction, Pagid, Hawk
Suspensions – Motion Control, JRZ, AST,
Moton & Bilstein
Four wheel alignment & corner balancing
Race wheels, slicks, track tires & high
performance street tires
Safety gear – OMP, Sabelt, TRS Motorsport,
Teamtech
AMSOIL lubricants

www.ravenperformance.com

905-477-1800
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BMW 335i
Written by Dave Pankew

Like any group of siblings,
there comes a time when
the underlings are going to
test their boundaries. When
we reviewed the BMW 328i
with the N20 turbo-4, we had
to admit that the mighty 335i
was going to be challenged.
On a dollar-for-dollar basis,
it left us wondering how
relevant the inline-6 turbo has
become in the 3-series. Will
it have to creep closer to M3
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performance territory to keep
it marketable? It’s something
we’ve been struggling with
since we had a crack at
nearly all versions of the
F30 to date (ActiveHybrid3
excluded) and have to back
the claim that the 4-cylinder
is more than enough for the
everyday and will serve up
all kinds of thrills on track.
When the 335i first arrived
on the scene, it provided to

be solid performance value
between the 330i and the M3
versions. Today, the naturally
aspirated motors are vacating
the 3-series line and even the
revised 335i motor, the N55
brings almost the exact same
experience to the table. The
motor still sounds fantastic and
eager to please at even the
slightest punch of the throttle
with 300 lb-ft of torque onhand from 1,300-5,000 rpm,

while the 300 horsepower is
achieved higher up at 5,800.
The N55 doesn’t provide the
explosive performance tuneability of outgoing N54 six
but also didn’t create enough
of a gap between it and the
240 horsepower (255 lb-ft)
turbo-4.
Although,
the
current
335i powerplant might have
missed the mark here, it is
still a very capable mill. It

integrates the new valvetronic
system, direct injection and a
simpler (and cost effective)
Twin Power single turbo setup. The appeal of the 335i
since inception has always
been minimal lag with lots
of unexpected torque down
low, accomplished by BMW
obsessing over making the
power feel like a naturally
aspirated motor. That feat
was again accomplished but

we just believe it could have
been more powerful to put
more of a substantial gap on
the turbo-4 as it progressed
here.
Our tester was mated to the
8-Speed ZF box which extracts the most out of the six
and we couldn’t get enough
of the slight backfire burble
in between the rapid shifts.
Since this is currently the
fastest F30 with no M3 as of

yet, if the motor doesn’t provide enough jam, there is always the BMW Performance
route. Actually BMW, one
upped the 335i and offered
a BMW Performance Edition
that went on sale in Canada
a few months ago – available
in Laguna Seca Blue!
One thing that is not up for
debate in the 335i xDrive is
its everyday performance.
Simply stomp on the throttle

and this sedan hustles out of
the hole with xDrive clawing
away to make those numbers
shine. The snappy ZF box will
click through the gears on the
way to a stellar 5.1-second
0-100 km/h (62 mph) time
while the six-speed manual
will get to the triple digits in
5.4-seconds. These numbers
make it faster than its RWD
stablemate at 5.4-seconds
Continued on next page
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for the auto and 5.7 for the
manual. The top end is electronically limited on all 335s
to 210 km/h (130 mph), which
was clearly not the case with
our drive of with the 328i
Touring on the Autobahn.
Visually, there isn’t   a substantial difference between the
trims. The F30 styling might
have been a point of debate
in the beginning but has really
found its niche and become
an attractive vehicle. Our
Sport tester was equipped in
optional $800 Sapphire black
metallic a colour that really
sets off the lines but also imperfections and swirl marks in
direct light. Sport Line brings
with it a shadowline trim deleting the chrome along with a
piano black B-pillar treatment.
The current 3er offers a more
chiseled hood and side slabs
and the dual exhaust exits are
only found on the 335i, single
for the 328i and 320 but of
course trademark quads on
the horizon for the F30 M3.
While we did report that
the 335i might give up
ground to the 328i on track,
the weight difference holds
the clues to the mystery.
Comparing Xdrive sedanto-Xdrive sedan, the 1,631
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kg (3,575-pounds) 328i is
lighter than the 1,683 kg
(3,710-pound) sedan. The
335i feels far more nose
heavy versus the 4-banger
due to the lack of two extra cylinders up front. The
335i however, has been designed to have an improved
50.9/49.1 distribution over
the previous E90 chassis
making it feel more neutral.
The new chassis benefits
from Driving Dynamics Control (DDC) allowing the driver
to toggle between four different configurations (Eco Pro,
Comfort, Sport and Sport+)
altering vehicle settings to
how the suspension, powertrain and steering reacts to
driver inputs.
While we did have the settings in Sport+ the majority of
the time, the benefits of having a softer ride and toned
down steering in Comfort for
the majority of one’s daily
grind are readily apparent.
Already a capable car in the
Comfort mode, the alterations
are more evident in Sport and
Sport+ where the throttle is
more responsive, the steering more heavily weighted
and the suspension more
taut meaning it will carve
corners more effectively but

understandably exposes the
occupants to more road imperfections.
For those looking to save
the planet (and a buck) there
is the Eco Pro mode. We
used this a lot in Germany
during our 328i Touring test
to trim fuel costs, the drawback is a lethargic throttle response. The Eco Pro setting
buffers the accelerator along
with reducing the workload on
accessories like air conditioning to save on energy. The results are impressive the 335i
xDrive sedan achieves a 10.8
L/100km city, 7.2 L/100km
highway and a 9.1 L/100km
combined.
Inside we found a number
of Sport upgrades immersed
within an interior design that
we cannot only live with but
will stand up well over the
years. The Sport trim included: leather sport wheel, lipstick red and piano black trim
along with a signature key.
Opt to add on the $4,500 Premium Package and a number of practical additions are
made to the cabin. The Premium Package includes: alarm,
keyless comfort access, rear
view cam, auto dimming mirrors, park distance control,
navigation, lumbar support

and the outstanding Harmon
Kardon sound system. The
$800 Driver Assistance Package added the lane departure
warning and active blind spot
protection, two features that
we admittedly deactivated
since we focus on driving as
opposed to other tasks. The
Coral Red Dakota leather
seats were supportive and
stylish offering great comfort
and space for all occupants
of the vehicle.
At the end of ticking off options on the 335i Sport, our
price crept from $53,800 to
nearly $60,000. At the same
time, we felt there was no
compromise on the way this
tester was optioned out. With
the xDrive and the four doors
this is an all weather, all purpose (well, within reason)
performance sedan. While
super active families might
want to opt for the Touring
with all that space behind the
rear occupants, the wagon
is not available with this engine or in rear-wheel drive. A
vehicle like this could equate
to the sweet spot for a buyer
after both qualities, wrapped
in one slick sport sedan package that will certainly age
well.

•

YORKVILLE EXOTICS 2013
Written by Randy Sparre

For its 4th annual event, the
popular downtown Toronto
supercar
extravaganza
dubbed “Yorkville Exotics”
lead by Porsche enthusiast
& BMW owner Phil Downe,
contacted BMW Club of
Canada, Trillium Chapter
to round up 10 pristine
examples
that
would
represent the marque well.
The board of directors asked
me if I would take on the role
of “BMW Car Captain” and
lead the initiative. My duty
was corralling these BMWs
for a Sunday (Father’s Day)
filled with 80,000 spectators
lining the streets of the chic
Yorkville/Bloor district.   The
weekend was already pretty
hectic organizing the BMW
section (Trillium Concours)
at Legends of the Autobahn
Saturday at Canadian Tire
Motorsports Park, but I
thought it’d be pretty easy
to round up 10 beautiful
Bimmers with all my contacts
running Bimmercruise these
past 13 years.
Continued on next page
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Within one week I had
the 10 cars I needed; every
owner I contacted jumped at
the opportunity to show their

ride at this prestigious event.
I mean, how often do you see
Bloor St. shut down so people
can park and show off their
cars, let alone participate in

such an event?  Incidentally,
the show moved from its
original location on Yorkville
Ave to a larger, more open
area of Bloor St two blocks

95 Barber Greene Road
Suite 100, Toronto
Ontario, M3C 3E9
www.devrylaw.ca

Devry Smith Frank LLP
Lawyers & Mediators

We are full service law firm with 50 lawyers on staff offering:
corporate expertise
Bankruptcy & Insolvency
Business & Corporate Services
• Collections & Mortgage Recovery
• Commercial Lending
• Commercial Litigation
• Commercial Real Estate
• Construction Law
• Employer Law

personal expertise
Franchise Law
Fraud Litigation
• Insurance Defence
• Planning & Development
• Intellectual Property
• Mediation
• Tax Litigation
• Tax Planning

Criminal Law
Education
• Employee Law
• Family Law
• Immigration
• Litigation
• Personal Injury
• Real Estate
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•

•

•
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• Tax

Litigation
Planning
• Wills & Estates
• Tax

For all your inquiries please contact Mark R. Mancini, Lawyer, B. Comm., MBA., LL.B.
mark.mancini@devrylaw.ca | (416) 446-5830 | www.devrylaw.ca/mark-r-mancini
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south back in 2011. Apart
from the obvious eye-candy,
what makes this annual
event special is the dedicated
sponsors and record setting
donations raised towards
Prostate Cancer Canada.
Conveniently,
sponsored
show car owners had VIP
access to “La Societe”, a
2nd floor chic upscale bistro
providing food & beverages
with plenty of free patio space
overlooking the packed street
action below.
The selection of 10 BMWs
representing the marque

varied greatly in age, size,
type and rarity.
Starting
from one end of the parked
formation, in (relatively)
decreasing age was Uwe
Wulff’s 1973 3.0 CLS,
Ricardo Mendes’ 1974 2002,
Eddie Ribeiro’s 1980 E12
528i, Peter Raposo’s 1991
M3 Evo, Steve Stefanidis
1997 S54 E36 M3, Sia
Honarkhah’s 1997 Alpina
B10 V8, my 2002 E46 M3,
Martim Moreira’s 2011 1M,
Alex Barreira’s 2011 E92
M3 and lastly Basit Mirza’s
2004 645ci. This spread
shows a great example of
how BMW’s design team
managed to keep a definitive
style amongst the everchanging model lines over
38 years.
Since BMW’s
aren’t exactly considered
“exotic” material in the car
realm (you see them driving
around everywhere), all the
examples I chose to display
were uniquely & tastefully

modified by their respective
owners (except the rare 1M
& Alpina B10) to stand out
from the norm. Judging by
the crowd’s overwhelming
response
and
interest,
they definitely made an
impression!
Amongst the gawking
crowds you could find
exotic machinery like the
heavily photographed four
dozen Ferraris & Porsches
scattered throughout. The
Corvette club made a strong
appearance with several of
their own best examples that
ranged from a classic 1958
convertible to a modern C6
Z06.  Aston Martin had 7 fine
“works of art” ranging from a
1984 Lagonda to a new V12
Vantage and 2013 Virage.
Other rare British cars
included McLarens (SLR &
MP4-12C), TVRs (Cerbera,
Tasmin & Griffith), a 1954 MG
TF, a Caterham 7 and several
Lotus’. Besides a handful or

rare supercars (Gallardo,
GT3RS
4.0,
MP4-12C,
Diablo GT & 512BB) I was
surprised that no “hypercars”
made
appearances
like
previous years (Carrera
GT, Enzo etc.); perhaps the
heavy rainfall between 7am10am deterred any of these
candy-coated
half-million
dollar rides to come out and
play. An extremely popular
entry worthy of mentioning
is someone’s home-built
version of the 2nd generation
Batmobile complete with
afterburner and fake machine
guns.
The kids were all
gravitating towards it and
ended up screaming as their
parents attempted to pry
them away from its general
vicinity.
Surprisingly, the heavy
morning rainfall during the
drive into Toronto didn’t
deter any of the attending
exotics from participating
in this year’s show. The

show’s organizational format
must be commended as
morning roll-in went perfectly
according to schedule and
an impressive 120 vehicles
were strategically parked
within a 90 minute window.
Once the cars were finally
in position, the owners were
feverishly wiping, drying,
polishing & buffing as the
rain clouds dissipated for
the day. Accolades must be
made for all involved and
those participating, despite
the
wet
early-morning
weather, without their efforts
the show simply would not
be. Additional kudos to Phil
Downe for organizing such
a great event and raising a
staggering $40,000 towards
Prostate Cancer Canada.
We’re looking forward to
seeing you come out and
enjoy the sights on Bloor St.
for Father’s Day 2014!
www.YorkvilleExotics.com
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NEW GENERATION BMW
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Series
Written by Shawn Molnar

At a small, private testing facility about an hour’s drive from Berlin, I was
given the opportunity to unleash the latest rendition of the BMW 1 series. The
machine you are about to learn of has yet to land in North America – in fact
you haven’t even seen it at any auto shows this side of the pond, not even as
a concept. It is internally designated the “F20” 1 series, and it was love at first
drive. It is, for me, the E30 reincarnated (sorry 1M: not even close).
I was given the keys to a
6-speed manual 118i which
is curiously named, and in
actual fact sports a 1.6 litre
under-hood. This engine
is unlikely to make it to our
shores – we’re certain to
get the more powerful 3.0
litre N55 inline-6 engine
and BMW’s brilliant N20 2.0
litre 4-cylinder. Canadians
won’t be getting the hatch
back version pictured in this
review either – we’re in line
for a sexier coupe and cabrio
(and eventually a rumoured
sedan variant). And, come to
think of it – it may not even be
badged the 1 series when it
lands here in the great white
north: rumours have surfaced
that BMW may be calling this
chassis (which is the true
successor to the currentlyon-sale 1 series) the 2 series,
and placing a more compact
front-wheel
drive
model
below, coining it the 1 series.
Yes, it’s complete heresy
(shudder: fwd BMW), but I’ve
been told it’s what the market
wants, and it will allow BMW

to continue building the cars
we actually want to drive (aka
M cars), and I suppose that
very slightly softens the blow
to my sentimental heart.
Now that the badging,
blasphemy, engine sizes and
rumours are out of the way,
let’s take a look at what I
believe is the most engaging
car BMW has built in several
decades.
The
following
should give BMW Trillium
Club members a taste of
what the F20 1 series will feel
like on the track in terms of its
chassis if not its engine.
The track layout was short
and twisty, a tire melter that
requires high levels of agility.
And agile is this car’s middle
name. It weighs roughly
the same as an E30 M3
(halleluiah!) and is as playful
as a puppy. It’s well suited
to a tight track (think CTMP
DDT or Shannonville) and its
lithe approach to dynamics
will play out well on highspeed circuits like Mosport –
CTMP Grand Prix track.
Continued on next page
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Sitting track-side the new
1 series looks the part, with
flared wheel arches filled by
17 inch lightweight alloys
wrapped in sticky Pirelli
rubber. The longitudinal
prominence in the hood
suggests a lion’s heart lies
beneath – and while it is
admittedly tiny, it’s still a
relative beast (think crazed
rabid squirrel with really big
teeth). First things first –
let’s get rid of the electronic
grannies and get a proper
feel for the chassis towards
the limit.
BMW has slightly modified
their dynamic control system’s buttonology. Gone is
the famed “DTC” button with
subsequently displayed triangular warning light encircled by a spinning arrow and
centered with an exclamation mark. (A personal note:
I miss this symbol as it grew

16 CONTACT - Fall 2013

to have cult-status among
our racer and driver friends.
It is a badge of honor for
those who proficiently drift
and drive the ‘razor edge’ of
car control. I’ve even seen
helmet stickers in its likeness and it’s about the only
tattoo I’ve ever considered).
We bemoan its disappearance and strongly implore
BMW to restore its use in
future models. It has more
cache than they know. It has
been replaced by a simple
icon that states, “DTC Off.”
Not much arousal there…
but back to what matters.
Up through the gears and
the 1.6 keeps pulling. Okay,
so it doesn’t snap your neck
back – but it does give your
neck a work out. As you
come upon the turbo boost,
strong thrust is felt from your
stomach – this is the stuff
we lust for, the reason we
buy BMWs. Their engines

– apparently of any size –
are magical. While our track
had very short straights and
we could not reach high
speeds, on the autobahn we
were two breaths away from
230 km/h. Leafing through
the official press release,
BMW claims a top speed of
225, so either I had a strong
back wind in my favour (the
road was level, not downhill)
or they have slightly more
juice in the package than
they admit. It wouldn’t be
the first time – and this fresh
engine wasn’t even broken
in; expect slight power increases once the surfaces
machine into each other,
as with any properly broken
in internal-combustion engine. BMW claims 170 hp
at 4,800 rpm and 184 lb ft
of torque from 1,500 rpm to
4,500 rpm from the 1.6 litre
turbocharged inline-4 I had
underfoot. Factory 0-60 time

stands at 7.4 seconds, but I
suspect some of the magazines may get it there slightly quicker – the inline-6 engines will positively hurl this
thing to speed, given there
isn’t much to hurl.
Off to turn one, a secondgear left hander, and BMW’s
new 1 series feels ready to
play. Dipping into the brakes to
transfer weight, the car turns in
cleanly for the apex with solidity
and a sharp line. Powering out
to the exit, the 1er’s rear tires
are clawing for grip! What size
is this engine again?
I am presented with a quick
right-left transition and the
1er responds light on its feet,
without drama. There is mild
to moderate body-roll noted,
but as this does not adversely
effect suspension kinematics,
it’s not of great concern (I
once frequented track days
with a friend who drove an
E30 with original dampers
(read: completely worn out
and useless dampers). He
would look like a ship about
to capsize near the apex,
but he was fast nonetheless.
I suppose this is a stretch,
but in small part proves the
point). In any case, body roll
is still relatively minimal and
completely acceptable in this
car class – cognizant of the
intended target market who
admittedly will not be ‘track
junkies.’
BMW offers three models
within the new 1 series lineup,
each of them with their own
suspension settings. For the
first time in the competitive
segment, the 1 series is offered
with M dynamic suspension
allowing for comfort on rough
roads as well as taut damping
during spirited, or track driving
– adjustable through a toggle
switch located beside your
right knee. BMW’s on-hand
chassis engineer pointed out
that in its most aggressive
setting, the model equipped
with M dynamic suspension

is firmer than the ‘sport’ model
and with almost no associated
weight penalty. A third ‘urban’
model line is also offered with
a comfort suspension. Both
the sport and M dynamic
suspensions
have
been
lowered by 10 mm.
Next we approach turn
4, a long, higher speed
left-handed sweeper. Here
we can explore the new 1
series’ balance and steering
behavior, and while I found
mild to moderate understeer
present, it has been greatly
reduced from the previous
generation (Of note: I’ve
been told by the new 1
series chassis engineer that
the design team was aware
of this trait and worked to
reduce this behavior in the
new 1 series). Through
the apex the car is well
balanced on throttle – and
off throttle or with a hint of
brakes can be coxed into
oversteer. Through lowerspeed corners this 1.6 turbo
1 series had a hard time
getting its tail out, but wide,
big angle drifts could still
be accomplished with a few
tricks of the trade.
For maximum acceleration
and fast lap times, you must
be mindful to keep the turbo
spooled. In the 1.6 turbo 1
series it’s advisable to keep
some exhaust gases flowing
so you’re on the power
coming into the next gear.
Failure to do so will result
in considerable lag (for the
racetrack! not necessarily
for street driving wherein
we found great personality
from the turbo’d engine).
So, keep your boost up
and enjoy every ounce of
performance – think WRC’s
anti-lag system if you’re still
unsure of the purpose (but
not exactly the method).
The F20 1 series is
significantly lighter than the
previous generation, despite
being 85 millimeters longer

and 17 millimeters wider
than previous model, while
incorporating more standard
features and technology –
no small engineering feat.
Aluminum was used heavily
throughout the suspension,
and
high-strength
steel
was used more liberally
throughout the chassis to
save weight.
After
unwinding
and
throttling up from the last
corner, it’s time to get hard
on the brakes, and once
again the new 1 series
does not disappoint. Pedal
feel is initially soft, building
up to positive, linear brake
modulation. I found the
brakes to be powerful at
all times, with no brake
fade noted – at least on
this racetrack. Away from
the track, the brakes were
very easy to modulate in
traffic, making for a very
smooth and relaxed ride
and driving experience. No
‘Jerky McGee’ coffee spilt on
passenger’s laps in this car.
And now the moment
we’ve all been waiting for: an
analysis of the new 1 series’
electromechanical assisted
steering feel. It’s not bad. I

would even say it’s good.
Sure, it does remain just a
touch ‘rubbery’ at moments,
usually around dead center
and we also felt that bumps
and nuances of the road
where a touch too muted,
but BMW has managed to
massage the system to all
but eliminate this feeling.
Is it as raw and precise as
the hydraulically assisted
systems of yesteryear (or the
current M car lineup?). No. But
it does have good weighting
and decent feedback. Call
me crazy though, as I am
looking at this topic through
racetrack shaded lenses. As
a daily driver prone to back
road blasts, you will find the
steering positive and worthy
of the roundel.
Finally, the engine note. It is
sublime, whining and hissing
its way through the gears with
lovely audible turbo spool
and waste gate pressure
releases. I positively love
that BMW have embraced
the inherent turbocharged
personality, and haven’t tried
to mute it or hide it as in their
other turbo engines thus far.
Turbos are different animals
and should be enjoyed as

such; they have their own
unique
personality
and
character. Remember that
crazed, rabid squirrel? Don’t
underestimate it.
When I attended BMW’s
F30 3 series launch, I was
pleased to see BMW have
set about making their cars
lighter, transforming them
back into the sports cars we
fell in love with. The new F30
3 series is a great car. The
new F20 1 series is epic. It’s
nothing short of a revelation.
Those who miss the E30, or
still drive one, have much to
look forward to in the new
F20. I really look forward to
a spicy version of the new 1
series, refined and honed by
the M division. At this time,
BMW is completely mum
on the project – but with
the success of the 1M we
count on it – no matter what
its nomenclature in the end:
1M, M2 or otherwise. Every
time I look at the F20′s new
bold headlights I see it, and
every time I look for the apex
I feel it – a successor to the
already legendary 1M. Is it
too soon to put our name on
a waiting list?

•
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WOMEN & MOTORSPORTS SERIES ~ PART ONE

HOW I GOT MY START
Written by Suzanne Lord

I started the whole track thing
in 1995 at the Jim Russell
Racing School at Le Circuit
Mont-Tremblant. I didn’t do
well. In the beginning, when
I try a new sport, I am a slow
learner. I need to understand
the movements, visualize
them, then I can execute.
Plus, those formula cars were
way noisier then I expected.
Didn’t like it.
In October 1998, I decided
to give it a second shot. I went
to a Driving School at MontTremblant with the BMW
Club in my BMW 318. It was
quite interesting because you
drive your own car. Actually,
driving a slow car is an excellent way to start because
when a car has no power, it
requires you to develop “momentum” (i.e. braking as little
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and as smoothly as possible
in order to preserve what little speed you have). Also
when you drive on a track at
a lesser speed, if you make
a mistake it is easier to fix it.
Even a powerless car could
be fun to drive on a track:
once I went to Sanair (a track
south of Montreal) and a flagger came to me at lunch looking a bit worried, telling me
that my car was consistently
on two wheels at his corner.
These days, people come
to the track with cars that
have more power and a lot of
electronic assistance. So it is
easier to go faster, but when
they are beginners, they still
don’t know what they don’t
know. It is the job of their
instructor to keep them in a
zone that is safe.
Later, my partner gave me
his used M3 suspension. So
I had a rare example of an
M318. Eventually, I replaced
my beloved 318 with a real
M3. I had to change the brake
pads right away because it

couldn’t resist LCMT (but
those new brake pads were
also fine on the road - the M3
was also my daily driver).
In the following years, I did
few schools annually. Then
in 2003, I bought a Porsche
930 (a vintage 911 Turbo).
Hindsight being 20/20, maybe
it was not the best choice
for me. Driving that car was
like doing classical ballet:
you must have impeccable
technique. Because most the
weight is in the back, it is easy
to lose control if you don’t
drive it “properly”. However,
in certain circumstances
you can you use this odd
weight distribution to your
advantage. Once I had an
instant flat tire and I couldn’t
make the turn. So I lifted (off
the throttle) and used the
weight of the car to complete
the turn. Eventually, my 930
and I became “friends”.
Then, I became an instructor. My M3 was modified over
the years in order to be more
suitable for track use while

still being useful as my daily
driver – though a bit less
practical for transporting 2”
x 4” and junipers. Race suspension, a race wing (excellent feature for hosting horsd’oeuvres in the paddock),
roll bar, race seats, race harness, etc. where installed. On
the road, I still use my regular
seat belts, the nice interior,
stereo system, air conditioning, heating, beeping while I
back up, and Bluetooth, so
I can listen to the Montreal
traffic from the internet.
Some people might think
that it is pointless to drive
in circles. Actually, I found
over the years that driving
on a track is quite relevant
because what you learn and
the expertise you develop is
truly useful in your daily driving. You learn the limits of
your car (a race track is the
place for it), and your own
limits in a safe and controlled
environment. Over time, the
quality of your daily driving improves tremendously.
You will become a more
aware and relaxed driver
because you experience so
many situations on a track.
You can better appreciate
the risk when you drive on
the road (road conditions,
other drivers surrounding
you, etc.). Your ability to
anticipate things improves
significantly so you are better able to avoid accidents.
Also, because you become
a smoother driver, your passengers will notice and appreciate it.
Personally, I am not interested by auto mechanics.
But, because of the nature
of the sport, I learned by
seeing others taking care of
problems (changing wheels,

Motorsport Photography by Michael Coates

checking level of fluids managing tire pressure, jump
starting a car, etc.).
As an instructor, I have
found that women are quite
good at performance driving
because they want to “do it
right”. When they come to a
track for the first time, they
start at their own pace and
build a proper “foundation”
(vision,
relaxation,
smoothness, etc.). At the end
of the weekend, their learning
curve is usually impressive.
It is very rewarding to see
their progress in such a short
period of time. I have also
noticed that students who
ski, bicycle, motorcycle, gokart, or do horseback riding
usually do very well.
Even though I love nature
as a retreat, spending time
on a race track is also a
nice escape from every day
life. When you drive, you
can only think about what
you are doing. It is a place
where people socialize and
relax. I know several people
(including
myself)
that
actually met their partner at
the track. It could be a family
activity. More and more, we
see daughters and sons with
their parents sharing a car on
the track.
Eventually, my partner
and I started to combine our
track time with vacations. For
example, at Mont-Tremblant,
we stay in a romantic B&B,
go to excellent restaurants
and swim in the lake in the
paddock. We also went to
Barber
Motorsport
Park
(Alabama)
and
visited
Louisiana. We combined an
event at Sebring (Florida)
with a week on the beach and
kayaking with wild dolphins.
What I tell my friends is that
even if you don’t really have
an interest in motorsports,
you might want to try it once.
You might be pleasantly surprised by what you discover.

•
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CLUB RACE REPORT: CANADIAN TIRE
MOTORSPORT PARK JUNE 28-30, 2013
Written by Allan Lewis

Canadian Tire Motorsport
Park (previously known as
Mosport) has undergone a
number of improvements
over the last year and a half.
Last year introduced the new
tunnel into the infield as well
as new landscaping and
paddock areas. This year the
track introduced a number of
additional changes. The old
Castrol tower was gone in
order to allow for an extension
of pit row in preparation for
the NASCAR trucks running
their inaugural race at the
track in September. A new
multipurpose building has
been built on the outside of
turn 10, with the new control
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tower, timing and scoring,
administration offices and
an event center for holding
corporate events. On track,
concrete
sections
have
been removed and new
asphalt laid in their place,
and the runoff areas outside
turns 1, 2 and 5 have been
paved giving drivers a lot
more confidence in those
turns, as well as significantly
increasing safety.
For the second year in
a row the event was in
conjunction with the big PCA
UCR race weekend, which
gives the event a distinctly
racing vibe that is often
missing when races are run

with a DE. The weekend was
a veritable CM festival, with
15 of 22 cars running being
CM. One of the CM cars was
Robert Chang’s, who towed
all the way from Miami,
Florida for his first event at
CTMP. He turned it into a bit
of a family affair by having his
cousin Peter Hansen (a local
driver) co-drive the car on
Friday and Saturday. It didn’t
take long for Chang to get up
to speed, and by the time the
Sunday race came around
he was up front battling with
Carroll and Lewis, regularly
doing laps in the 1:26’s.
The first race on Saturday
had a few damp sections as

a result of some showers that
passed through over lunch,
making things potentially
tricky for the first few laps,
but everyone behaved themselves and there were no resulting incidents. Lewis started on the pole, with Hansen in
Chang’s car on the outside of
the front row, and Carroll and
Dimoff on the second row.
On the start, Hansen got the
jump on Lewis, but a missed
shift dropped him back again.
Carroll got inside Lewis into
turn 1, but Lewis was able to
hold his position and had the
preferred line into turn 2 and
was able to take the lead.
The trio of Lewis, Carroll

and Hansen had a tight race
for a few laps until Hansen’s
steering pump failed, slowing
him down. Carroll continued
chasing Lewis for the majority of the race until a few
laps from the end of the race,
Lewis bobbled while passing
another car in turn 5, allowing
Carroll to take the position
and the lead. A mere straightaway later, Carroll missed the
downshift in turn 8 and spun,
giving the position back to
Lewis. Lewis then returned
the favor two laps later when
he spun in turn 5. The race
ended with Carroll in front, followed by Lewis. Behind them
were Murfin (a guest racer in

a highly modified RX7) and
Gore. Gore spent the entire
race chasing Murfin, finishing
mere seconds behind. In fifth
was Hansen who had faded
due to his power steering
woes.
In Sprint 2, Carroll was on
the pole and took the lead
on the start. Chang, starting
on the inside of the second
row, was able to get inside
Lewis at turn 1 and take
the second spot, with Lewis
close behind. A lap later
Chang pushed a little wide
on the exit of turn 3, allowing
Lewis to make the pass and
take the second position. The
three finished the race in that

order. Behind them were a
few close battles: Farahmand
and Dimoff had a great noseto-tail race, finishing less than
half a second apart. Gore
finished sixth not far behind,
and Ferraro and Rossi were
less than a second apart in
seventh and eighth.
Sunday’s feature race
was a 45 minute affair, with
starting positions determined
by each driver’s fast lap in the
second sprint on Saturday.
This saw Lewis back on
pole, with Carroll beside, and
Chang and Farahmand in the
second row.. Chang got an
excellent jump on the start
and managed to take the

lead, with Carroll and Lewis
following. Carroll pushed
Chang hard, and was able to
get a better launch out of turn
10 at the end of lap three, and
complete the pass into turn 1.
Carroll then proceeded to pull
ahead, while Lewis slowly
caught up to Chang. Behind
this battle, Farahmand was
able to hold off Dimoff for a
many laps until Dimoff was
finally able to make a pass
stick on lap 13.
Unfortunately, on lap 17,
something broke on Chang’s
car going into turn 5, affecting
his ability to brake and turn,
and he hit the wall. Collecting
Continued on next page
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his car required an extended
full course yellow. By the time
the task was completed there
were only two green laps left,
resulting in exciting racing
throughout the field. Lewis
pushed Carroll hard, but
was not able to get by and
they finished in that order.
Dimoff, Farahmand and
Gore were close the entire
time until slower traffic made

things interesting in turn 5.
Farahmand picked the wrong
way and attempted to go
around the outside of a backmarker and got pushed wide
and spun, allowing Gore to
take the position and finish in
fourth.
It was another successful

Trillium hosted club race. Not
only was the racing exciting
and close, but the event
showcased the camaraderie
and Spirit of club racing, with
a Friday evening tailgate
party complete with steaks
on the BBQ, provided by
the chapter, as well as a

dinner hosted by PCA UCR
on Saturday. Matt Noonan
received the Spirit of Club
Racing award for showing
how a race weekend can be
turned into a family vacation.

•

STREET SURVIVAL
SCHOOL It is for ALL Drivers!

OUR PROGRAM PROVIDES:
• One-on-one, in car instruction
• In-classroom learning and collaboration
• Hands-on, emergency situation recovery and
avoidance manoeuvres
• Skid pad and other car control exercises
• Safety demonstrations by professional
emergency services personnel
• Opportunity to learn how to handle
your own car in emergency situations
• Lots of learning and lots of fun in a
friendly and supportive environment!
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ACT NOW!

The school is held on a private and closed course, in a closely supervised environment.
It is supported by volunteers and sponsors who care about our communities.

2013 Schedule
Date: Sunday November 3rd
Duration: 8:30 am – 5:00 pm, Lunch Included
Location: The Powerade Centre, Brampton ON
Cost: $75 per student
Participants*: Any driver with a valid Ontario G2 or
G Driver’s License. A G1 license is not accepted. For
non-Ontario license holders, you must have an equivalent
valid G2 or G license to participate. All ages welcome.

REGISTER
& Spread the word!
streetsurvival@trillium-bmwclub.ca

www.soBMW.ca

SORRY OFFICER, NO
LIVES SAVED TODAY
Written by Chris Klimek

MAXIMUM

100
km/h

Is there anybody who
appreciates OPP cruisers
parked on the medians
and shoulders of provincial
400-series highways? Is
there anybody who feels a
great sense of safety and joy
upon passing one? It’s for
safety, we’re told. However,

is it really?
Most of us dislike police
presence on the roads,
especially our world-class
multilane highways. Given
the artificially low speed limit
of 100 km/h when compared
with many US states and,
indeed, most industrialized

countries, it’s no wonder,
really. Most of us drive
faster and break the law the
moment we merge onto a
highway. In fact, we typically
hit our brakes when we see
a police cruiser, and that’s
hardly safe. It’s also rare to
see the OPP nailing that left

lane hog which seems to add
insult to injury.
So what exactly are police
doing on our fine freeways?
Scientifically speaking, not
much of anything useful, and
often quite to the contrary.
The “speed kills” mantra,
Continued on next page
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which has been used to
justify highly paid OPP
traffic patrolmen handing
out expensive, painful and
humiliating speeding citations
on our roads, was conceived
in the early 70s during the
oil embargo era. Many
countries reduced freeway
speed limits to save fuel and
simultaneously
observed
lowered fatality rates. That
time also coincided with other
factors including the growing
adoption of mandatory seatbelts, which undisputedly
saved many lives and
with global recession and
significantly reduced travels
caused by quadrupling of oil
prices by OPEC.
Al Gullon from Ottawa, a
Traffic Safety expert and former Transport officer for the
Canadian Armed Forces, has
spent a good part of his life
travelling and studying traffic
patterns and fatality rates in
Canada, Europe and around
the world. He says countries
which did not reduce speed
limits also saw dramatic

drops in fatalities during the
1970s. Gullon says, ”scientifically speaking, that which
happened in all countries,
cannot be attributed to that
which occurred in only some
of them”. In other words, if
reduced speed limits were
the main cause of lower fatality rates, wouldn’t countries which did not bring their
speeds down observe a continuing high crash and fatality rate? Perhaps reduced
speeds had nothing to do
with saving lives after all?
In search for the truth, Gullon recounts, “I just followed
the sign saying ‘Police next
exit’.” The Ottawa resident
found himself in Germany
talking to police officers responsible for the unlimitedspeed sections of the worldfamous Autobahn. What he
heard from the officers confirmed his many years of research: that speed, contrary
to the popular opinion influenced by the “speed kills” industry, has no impact on freeway safety. Low autobahn
fatality rates, ranking better

BAVARIAN MOTORS INC.
The GTA’s Premier BMW Specialists

Service to ALL Makes & Models
7634 Woodbine Ave., Unit #6 Markham, ON L3R 2N2
905-479-1769 • www.bavarianmotors.ca
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than the US and Canada averages, seem to confirm that.
“So what causes accidents?” Gullon asked and before the last word was out of
his mouth he heard in a loud
tone of voice: “Inattention!”
And that’s from none other
than the autobahn polizei,
who see vehicles orderly “flying by” their unmarked cruisers at well over 200 km/h
at times! Given proper lane
discipline, Gullon was told
by the German police, cars
can travel as fast as they
want as long as the driver
pays full and undivided attention and remains entirely
focused on the road ahead.
Not surprisingly, high speeds
subconsciously require full
concentration and a firm grip
on the steering wheel. Low
velocities, on the other hand
(such as those thoughtlessly
suggested by the 400-series
speed limit signs), invite complacency and boredom which
can cause distraction, possibly resulting in a crash.
‘’We [...] have absolutely no
problem with higher speeds.
We’ve discussed it often, and
very often the discussion was
that it was unsafe. But our
statistics show this is not the
case,” Dr Ulrich Mellinghoff,
a German safety expert
confirms.
The state of Montana also
did not post numerical speed
limits from 1994 to 1999 on
its highways. Following a
legal turmoil involving the
vagueness of the “reasonable and prudent” speed limit
which existed at the time, the
state was forced to impose
a general speed limit of 120
km/h (75 mph) in 2000. If the
proponents of “speed kills”
were right, one would expect the reduced speed limit
would have resulted in less
fatalities. So what happened
to the fatality rate? Absolutely nothing. The numbers
remained unchanged and

fluctuated year-to-year as
they’ve done before.
If “speed kills,” as our
home-grown “highway safety
experts” suggest, due to the
frequently cited laws of physics, stopping distances and
exponentially magnified impact forces, the concept of
unlimited roads in Montana
or the German Autobahn
would never work. Yet it has
worked and still does; and
has for decades in the case
of Germany, with insultingly
low fatality rates.
Our public authorities seem
reluctant to acknowledge that
fact, while happily ticketing
innocent drivers. Inconvenient truth?
So, sorry speed trap
operating officer, odds are
you did not save anybody’s
life today. In fact you likely
pulled over a reasonable
driver travelling at a safe
speed. Montana used to
call them “reasonable and
prudent” speeds for a reason;
those words were to remind
drivers to carefully choose
their optimal travel speed
by themselves. And so they
did with success, just like
the Germans do every day,
while carefully watching the
vehicles in front of them,
rather than the police cruises
hidden on either side of the
road. So not only have you
not saved anyone, you have
inflicted financial pain on yet
another driver whose only sin
was to drive at a “reasonable
and prudent speed” that
unfortunately does not match
the one posted on our speed
limit sign.

•

Chris Klimek from Oshawa, Ontario is the founder of
www.stop100.ca - a group
which demands that Ontario
increase the speed limit on
it’s 400-series highways to a
globally recognized 120 and
130 km/h.

ALMS 2013
Written by Jennifer Venditti

For someone who likes motorsports, what could be better
than a weekend of sun, fast
cars and fantastic company?  
July 19-21st was the ALMS
Grand Prix event at Canadian
Tire Motorsport Park/Mosport
and BMW was present yet
again with their Corral. Sponsored by Endras, the location
was terrific, tucked in between
Corvette and Mazda’s Corral
and situated at The Esses
(Turns 8 and 9.)  With our own
private grandstand, large tent
for shade and Sunday lunch,
it was a great spot. All this
aside however, there was one

person who made this event
truly special. He is someone
who paid for his own weekend
ticket, who was there all three
days and who promoted Trillium solely for his love of the
sport and our Club.
Mr. Robert Foreman has
been a member of Trillium for
decades. He has witnessed
and endured the many changes of the Club, some good
and some bad. He has stood
at the helm as a very successful President and is currently involved with the Social
aspect of the Club. Whenever possible he attends our

events, whether it is our Driving schools as a classroom instructor and in-car instructor,
Monthly Meetings or Street
Survival Schools. Whenever
possible he reaches out to the
membership, taking interest in
our families and lives, encourages our participation and
shares his enthusiasm with
us all.
It’s quite amazing to watch
Rob work a crowd. Everyone
he speaks to is captivated
by his charm, soft voice and
genuine smile. He makes
new attendees feel welcome
and comfortable and chats

with the usual suspects with
ease and familiarity. He puts
people together with an uncanny ability to know who
would get along with whom.
Even the ‘Big Boys’ of the
Rahal, Letterman, Lanigan
Race Team he saddles up to
and converses with, treating
them as individuals not just
as one part of a wildly successful franchise. His past
experience with these people is what granted us access into the RLL BMW team
paddock. We were able to
walk through one of their
Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

trailers, all mesmerized by
the hanging driving suits of
legends like Dirk Muller and
Joey Hand and being told
stories of the superstitious
ways Bill Aberlen has of
placing his gloves, sunglasses and helmet on the drying
fans. All the while Rob was
grinning ear-to-ear, knowing
that those who were new to
this culture now had ‘The
Bug” and that the old timers
had just been submerged a
little deeper.
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I love the culture of motorsports with all its noises and
smells and excitement, but
this weekend was different. I
have to admit, I didn’t watch
much of the race, choosing
instead to sit in the stands
or in the tent just listening to
Rob talk about his experiences and adventures. My father, who is another avid motorsports fan, came with me
and this brought back many
memories for Rob. He told
me about how he and his dad
would attend these events

religiously, travelling quite
the distance for their shared
passion. It is quite obvious
how deeply he misses his father and their adventures together; however he chooses

to honour these memories by
continuing to be an Ambassador at these events.
When I started writing this
article it was about how the
RLL BMW Team finished,

the drivers and the history of ALMS, but I couldn’t
seem to make it interesting.  You see, the weekend
is not so much about the
races themselves, though it
is a fantastic time for both
young and old. It is certainly not about the size of the
sponsor’s banner or whether the tent has been set up
with surround sound for the
race.
It is about the atmosphere you’ll find when
you attend this BMW Corral. It’s about the personal
touch and genuine caring of
one man who volunteers his
time just for you and I in order to make our experience
one to remember. I urge
you to keep your calendars
open in July 2014 and be a
part of this amazing group.  
You won’t be disappointed.
Rob, your father would be
so proud.

•

Pos Cl
1. P1
2. P2   
3. P2   
4. P2   
5. P2   
6. P1   
7. PC   
8. PC   
9. PC   
10. PC   
11. GT   
12. GT   
13. GT   
14. GT   
15. GT   
16. GT   
17. GT   
18. GT   
19. GT   
20. GT   
21. PC   
22. GTC  
23. GTC  
24. GTC  
25. GTC  
26. GTC  
27. GTC  
28. GTC  
29. PC   
30. GTC  

Driver
Graf/Luhr               
Franchitti/Tucker       
Sharp/Cosmo             
Conway/Tucker           
Brown/van Overbeek
Burgess/McMurry  
Braun/Bennett           
Schultis/van der Zande
Marcelli/Cumming
Guasch/Cheng       
Gavin/Milner      
Farnbacher/Goosens
Wittmer/Bomarito
Garcia/Magnussen  
Hand/Muller      
Martin/Auberlen  
Bell/Keen     
Long/Kimber-Smith
Miller/Holzer
Sellers/Henzler
Junqueira/Ende
Bleekemolen/MacNeil
Pumpelly/Canche  
Popow/Dalziel   
Dempsey/Lally    
Heylen/Hedlund
Edwards/Cisneros
Neiman/von Moltke
Nunez/Shears   
Faulkner/Keating

Team/Car
Pickett HPD   
Level 5 HPD          
Extreme Speed HPD
Level 5 HPD     
Extreme Speed HPD
Dyson Lola-Mazda
CORE FLM             
DragonSpeed FLM
BAR1 FLM       
PR1 FLM     
Corvette     
SRT Viper  
SRT Viper    
Corvette    
RLL BMW      
RLL BMW     
West/AJR Ferrari  
CORE Porsche   
Falken Porsche  
Falken Porsche
RSR FLM       
Alex Job Porsche  
Flying Lizard Porsche
TRG Porsche   
Dempsey Porsche
JDX Porsche     
NGT Porsche    
Flying Lizard Porsche
Performance Tech FLM
TRG Porsche  

Time/Gap
2h46m11.793s
+4 laps
+5 laps
+5 laps
+6 laps
+7 laps
+7 laps
+8 laps
+9 laps
+9 laps
+9 laps
+9 laps
+9 laps
+9 laps
+9 laps
+10 laps
+10 laps
+11 laps
+11 laps
+12 laps
+18 laps
+18 laps
+18 laps
+18 laps
+19 laps
+19 laps
+19 laps
+24 laps
+27 laps
+36 laps

Delivering
Delicious Bavarian
Rye Breads
390 Alliance Ave. Toronto, ON M6N 2H8 • Tel: 416-763-4315 or 800-268-1589

Available at Your Favourite Supermarket!
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PROUD TO BE A CHUMP
Written by John Venditti

For years, actually decades,
one of my dreams has been
to be a wheel-to-wheel road
course racer. Why so specific? Over the years I have
actually had the opportunity
to race go-karts (both sprint
and endurance), do a little
bit of rally racing, and drag
racing. You see, all of those
other forms of racing have a
relatively inexpensive way
to get involved at an amateur level. In most cases, all
that is required is little more
than a helmet and a car. My
true passion is road racing,
just ask anyone who has
seen me at performance
driving schools or lapping
events all over Ontario. I tried
and tried to put something
together to go road racing,
but something always got in
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the way (usually finances!) A
few years ago, when the 24
Hours of Lemons was created, my interest was piqued
but, because it was executed
in a really hokey fashion, my
interest waned. Then I heard
that a spin off series was created with a more professional mantra, yet with similar
humour and a light-hearted
approach to racing. Enter
Chumpcar. My curiosity was
piqued once more.
I did a little research
and found that the formula seemed simple; get your
hands on a car worth $500
or less, put the necessary
safety equipment in and voila! You now have a package
to go road racing. A few other
minor details emerged such
as Chumpcar is endurance

racing only. Yes, I did say endurance racing. Endurance
means hours upon hours of
thrashing what’s left of a 20+
year old car. Now, typically a
$500 car does not make for a
good enduro race car. Usually the reason a car is classed
at being worth $500 is because it is on its last legs.
Enter BMW here. I just happened to be the very proud
owner of a 1991 E30 325i.
With over 350,000km on it,
it qualified for an A.I.V. (average internet value) of $500. It
didn’t matter that the top end
had been rebuilt for reliability,
that every single rubber bit on
that car had been changed
and that mechanically it had
been the most reliable car I
had ever owned. In fact, in
the 6 years I owned it I was

never left stranded. Ever! I
started to make a checklist.
Car? Check!
The next thing to know
about endurance racing is
your team needs 4 or more
drivers. Whether it is a 7 hour
race or 12 hour race, each
driver is only allowed a maximum of 2 hours in the car
at one time. Choosing team
mates is much more complicated than you think. Once I
decided I wanted to do this
the most obvious choice as
a co-driver was my wife Jennifer. I couldn’t even finish
my sentence and she had
already started planning how
we were going to do this. So,
2 down and 2 to go. I did know
many people who could drive
and who wanted to race, but
there’s more to it than that.

To go endurance racing you
want team mates who can be
very consistent, safe, responsible, and quick. Not to mention, they have to be ready
to put a lot of work into the
car, be able to afford it, and
be able have a flexible work
schedule. Enter team mates
Graeme and Devon. We are
certainly a diverse group but
I think that’s why we work so
well as a team. We all have
our strengths and we respect
one another on and off the
track. Once we all agreed
to be a team and before we
could start any work on the
car, we had several meetings to hatch out a realistic
budget, some guidelines of
expectations etc. Thankfully we were all on the same
page. Back to the checklist…
Drivers? Check!
Next was a flurry of preparations to the car, studying
the rule books, finding sponsorships, finding transportation, purchasing safety gear,
booking hotels and so on.
The first true shake down
of the car, with all the extra
weight removed and the roll
cage installed was at our very
own Trillium ADS this April.
For those of you who attended you surely saw us out
in it. We were unanimously thrilled with how it drove.
Just awe inspiring that a 22
year old car with that kind of
mileage was able to do what
it was doing. After the weekend, the work on it continued.
It still needed fire suppression, a suspension change,
transmission swap, complete
brake change, paint, sponsor
stickers, wheel/tire package
installed, race seat, harness,
mirror, quick release steering wheel etc. Graeme and
Devon worked feverously
however it wasn’t until the
week before our first race
that everything came together. Premier Wheels Direct
and Serpa BMW came up

with some absolutely incredible support for our team. The
guys pulled all nighters several nights in a row to get the
car ready.
Finally, the day was upon us
and, truck packed, car loaded
on the trailer, we made our
way to Shannonville. An hour
into the drive what happens
but a tire blow out on the car
trailer. Certainly not a good
start to the weekend but, in
true team fashion, the 4 of us
got out of the truck, changed
the tire and were back on the
road in less than 15 minutes.
After unloading and setting up
our tent, gear etc. we went to
bed early to be well rested.
Saturday morning arrived and
we were at the track early,
attended the drivers meeting
and immediately realize this
wasn’t some hokey race series. Our rivals were very well
organized and meant business. This was turning out to
be a very competitive race
series and, although the A.I.V
of these cars is $500 or less,
most of the machines out
there were well prepared and
actually really REALLY fast.
Given I had the most ‘racing’
experience the team elected
to send me out first. This way
I could get an idea of what
racing with this group was
going to be like. After all, we
were racing next to people we
didn’t know. We didn’t know
if any of them even had any
driving school experience let

alone raced wheel-to-wheel.
With enduro racing there is
no qualifying so the first to
pit lane starts first, easy as
that. I was lucky enough (or
perhaps excited enough) to
get to the grid first. Our crew
chief Mike picked a spot high
up in the grandstands so he
could keep a good view of
my progress. We were able
to communicate all weekend
with top level team radios.
They were generously loaned
to us by Amir Farahmand and
John Dimoff; two guys who
are BMW club racers and
who have been very supportive of our endeavor. After
following the pace car for two
laps I heard Mike yell Green,
Green, Green!  I put the hammer down and was off. I was
racing. I cannot even begin to
explain the feeling I had that
first race. I will never forget it
for the rest of my life. To say I
am hooked is an understatement.
It was a fantastic weekend.
I am so proud of our team.
None of us had any real experience but we surprised
a lot of our competitors. We
ran 7 hours on Saturday and
finished 12th out of 27 teams.
Our car suffered no mechanical failures what so ever. We
learned a lot about pit stops
and how to save time in order to be more competitive.
Saturday evening, inspecting
the car after the excitement
of the day settled, we noticed

a ball joint with slight play
and a torn boot on the axle.
As a precautionary measure
we changed both. A team
from upstate New York actually leant us the axle and
sold us their control arm for
next to nothing. They didn’t
even think twice about helping us out. All weekend long
we watched team after team
helping each other out. The
camaraderie from the other
teams was amazing. Sunday
we were ready to go and ran
another 7 hours, again with
no mechanical failures, and
finished 13th.
Our next race is at the end
of September at Calabogie
and we’re going in with more
experience, a few tweaks to
the car and a whole bunch
of enthusiasm. The weekend
can’t come quickly enough.
Our final race of the year is
the second weekend in October and is being held at
our home track, Mosport/
CTMP. Now that I’ve taken
the plunge, I cannot believe it
took me this long to get into
racing but there certainly is
no looking back now. Our
team is already planning for
an even bigger and better
season next year. We’re talking about building another
car that would qualify to run
in other race series’ as well.
Stay tuned, I’m sure there
will be more updates to come
as our season progresses.

•
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TEDFEST 2013

Written by Ted Kalman

Well another Tedfest is over
and everybody that attended
made it home safely. It was
great to see old faces and
a lot of new ones this year.
We truly had a great collection of Classic and newer M
cars come out. There were
155 cars this year which is
one more than last year. The
furthest distance award went
to Travis J from Arveda Colorado.Second place went to
Judy and Mike Morton from
Hilton Head South Carolina.
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Third place went to Matthew
Thomson from Iowa. The
People’s Choice award went
to Peter Raposa with his
Black Evo E30 M3 tribute car.
We had Denningers Deli put
on a great spread for the people that were hungry. I would
personally like to thank all the
volunteers who came forward
and made the whole day run
smoothly. I cannot say enough
about the sponsors who support Tedfest in so many ways
that make it a great success

every year. Please visit Tedfest.ca in the future for next
years date and info. If you
would like to see pics from
this years Tedfest please
visit these two blogs. http://
ca.autoblog.com/2013/07/10/
tedfest-2013-BMW-classicE30-M3-E28-M5-E21-E24E32-E38-2002-30-CSLbatmobile-car-show/
and
h t t p : / / w w w. b m w b l o g .
com/2013/07/07/bmwblogattends-tedfest-2013-our-salivary-glands-get-a-workout/  

Finally I would to thank my
wife Dianna and my two girls
Rebecca and Suzanne for letting the BMW crowd invade
our Casa. Every year the Tedfest Team work hard to put
this event on and they always
make it better. I only hope that
everybody comes back next
year to make it better because
it is you the guests that make
it what it is today so keep shinin and fixin the Classics.

•

Wine Tour: September 28th, 2013
Niagara-On-The-Lake, ON

Visiting the Following Vineyards:
Ridge Road Estates www.ridgeroadwinery.ca
Angels Gate www.angelsgatewinery.com
Megalomaniac www.megalomaniacwine.com
Tawse www.tawsewinery.ca

Dinner at Cafe on Main,
complete with Pairing Menu!
www.cafeonmain.ca

To sign up or for more information FOR BOTH EVENTS please contact Scott Reynolds via email, scottreynolds@sympatico.ca

Muskoka Fun Rally:
October 20th, 2013
Muskoka & Surrounding Area

Meet us at 9:30 am, McDonalds parking lot in Gravenhurst

First car is away at 10 am, the course will be approximately 3-3.5 hours long and
we’ll be meeting for lunch (surprise destination!) around 2pm.
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STOP BLAMING YOUR CAR!
Written by Bill Piekos

It is so rewarding to see
our club gaining many new
members and events being
sold out. That’s fantastic!
Yet, it would be great to see
even more members taking
advantage of what’s so rightly
billed as: “HIGH QUALITY.
TOP VALUE. SERIOUS
FUN.”
Specifically,
our
Advanced Driving Schools or
ADS for short.
If you’re addicted to driving
events already - please
spread the good word to your
family and friends. If you’ve
never been to one...why the
heck not?! Perhaps car mods
are keeping you away?
As part of my role, I have
a privilege of interacting with
many potential and current
members. It is interesting
that most folks who express
strong interest, yet never
come, blame it on their cars
not being “ready”.
Usually the offered reasons go something like this:
1. “I have coil-overs on order”. This popular answer
would make perfect sense
for a dedicated Regional, or
Trans-Am racer, but for us
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normal folks, their cost often exceeds that of 30 track
events - which will make you a
star even if your ride is a proverbial crapcan. Don’t waste
your $ for a nominal increase
in handling, if any, considering
the rest of your car’s suspension components, tires and
most importantly: your skill.
2. “I need to upgrade my
sway bars”. If your car is of a
“sports” variety, it will have decent bars already, capable of
getting at least 90% of its max
performance. The remaining
% don’t matter unless you
have the skill to take advantage of it (and most of us don’t).
3. “I need better tires”. Street
tires are just fine and are

actually preferred for learning, as they tend to be more
forgiving at the limit. Learn
how to handle the car before investing in stickier rubber. Albeit ultra performance
summer tires are a good
choice, once you progress
into intermediate skill level.
4. “I need bigger brakes”. For
quite a while, you won’t go
fast enough to require them, if
ever, given most stock brakes
are very competent these
days. But upgraded brake
pads and fluid do make sense
as they usually provide better
performance over stock components. Do proper research
here especially regarding fluids, so they meet your manu-

facturer’s DOT specifications.
5. “I need more power”. You
don’t - trust me - more often
than not, the faster the car,
the more difficult the learning process and higher possibility of “stuffing” it where it
doesn’t belong. As the pros
will attest: “smooth is fast”.
6. “I need to (insert your favourite mod here)....” Answer to all and any such
suggestions: invest in your
skill set before you invest
in your car, no matter what!
7. “I won’t be competitive with
the rest of the drivers”. The
only “competitive advantage”
you will gain is through proper skill development. It won’t
matter if you drive a 318, a

Civic, or a Ferrari Italia. Firstly: ADS is not a competitive
event, but a school. Secondly:
you will gain the necessary
skill no matter what car you
drive. And that’s the beauty of
our ADS events.
In short, way too often, the
reason why folks won’t sign
up is a belief that spending
money on mods will make
them better drivers. This is
as absurd a proposition, as
a neophyte golfer expecting
to improve their handicap,
merely by purchasing better golf clubs, yet not having
practiced a single swing.
Bottom line: driver education is the most effective and
single biggest mod there is.
Bar none. Period. Full stop!
But it isn’t necessarily intuitive, or easy to accept, as car
forums and mags are filled
with advertisements of power
adders, “go fast” suspension
parts, big brake kits, lighter
wheels and alike. And many
folks on the forums boast
about the mods they’ve “invested” in, yet all too often
they never get to experience
a single day on a track. “All
show and no go”...
While I actually appreciate and enjoy “show and
shine” events, I also believe
that owning a Greyhound,
or a Whippet and never permitting them to run free - is
not very humane. Ditto goes
for sports cars in my humble
opinion.
So, back to my golfing
analogy: having Tiger Woods
golf clubs won’t improve your
game any, no matter how
much you paid for them and
no matter what score he is
capable of achieving. Let’s
face it, Mr Woods could likely
beat an average golfer playing blindfolded and using
a hockey stick. Skill matters first and foremost in all
sports. Equipment plays a
distant second fiddle. Even
if aftermarket part manufac-

turers would like us to think
otherwise.
So, if you have any interest
in experiencing a thrill of
driving on a track: save your
hard earned money and do
not mod your car!
I have seen folks having
an absolute blast at Mosport
in bone stock Toyota Echos,
like my great friend Penny
and her car “Jack” did! Trust
me, all you need is for your
car to pass a tech inspection
per the club’s posted guidelines. That’s it, plus an open
mind and a full tank of gas!
It truly doesn’t matter what
you drive. We even offer
loaner helmets, if you don’t
have one. What matters, is
that you will become a much
better and safer driver after
just one weekend. And you
will have bags of fun doing it!
By the time the weekend is
over, you’ll be very tired, but
much wiser and your grin will
be wide - guaranteed!
Of course, some drivers
have cars which are fully
“track prepped”. But it only
makes sense, if you know
how to drive one to its full potential already and this takes
time and dedication. Like
our instructors Randy and
his fabulous M3, or Daniel
and his Mini “monster”. But if
you want to be truly inspired,
watch our VP, John Venditti
drive his old Bimmer. On a
second thought, forget about
John and watch his better
half Jenn drive it as a quickly
progressing student. That’s
what driver skill accomplishes. And that’s what our ADS
events are all about!
So, no matter what you
drive, please don’t blame
your car. Any car is more
than sufficient, as long as it
passes “tech”. If you’re still
unsure, come and visit us at
Mosport: we love spectators
and the entry is free. Perhaps make it a family outing,
or bring a friend and have

some fun. You can check
out the cars (you will see all
sorts), mingle with friendly
folks, watch some on track
and skid pad exercises, enjoy
a famous McMosport burger
for lunch. Perhaps sit in for a
class and even go for a spin
in an instructor’s car - with
him/her driving of course...
If you come, just park your
ride at a paddock and ask for
me - I will be happy to give
you a personal tour, introduce you to some club folks
and answer any questions.

Now go cancel those expensive car mods and invest in the biggest and baddest mod you can: YOU!
If you’re a first time novice,
the special fee is still only
$399 less tax deduction for
full 2 days of a truly memorable learning experience,
including dinner and swag.
Not to mention a bucket-full
of grins and bragging rights.
Happy motoring, Bill

•

Driven to Protect.
how it works…

place the
anchor
inside the
vehicle

close the
door and
separate the
magnets

attach the
magnets to
the side of
the vehicle

Features…
• lightweight magnetic system
guards against door dings
• fabric covered magnets
protects paintwork
• outside foam layer absorbs
impacts & reduces risk of damage
• comes in a variety of colours, sizes

Available at
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READER’S RIDES

My Wonderful
World of BMW
Written by Michael Goriup

Dr. Jekyll &
Mr. Hyde

say “once you go M, there’s
no turning back!”  As my daily
driver, the car is by far the most
Written by Stephen Hong
comfortable vehicle I have
owned.   Cool, collected and
“Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” - is classy is how I would describe
probably a good description the car driving in normal mode,
for my car. It’s a 2008 M3 and hence the moniker “Dr. Jekyll”.
of the 23 vehicles I’ve owned Professional but with someover the years, it is by far the thing lurking in the shadows
most fun I have had behind as evident when the accelerathe wheel. My introduction to tor is applied and a mild growl
the BMW brand began with emits. To coin a phrase from
a 2000 330CI, later evolving Jeremy Clarkson, “And then
to a 2004 M3 and now to this you press this button.....” and
current flavour of M3.   I was Mr. Hyde emerges, haunches
delightfully surprised the very coiled, ready, aggressive, eafirst time I drove my E46 M3 ger to destroy the asphalt. In
and thought that I may have M mode the car is a different
that same sense of thrill upon animal completely and there is
driving the E92 M3 for the first only one place to let Mr. Hyde
time. Boy was I in for a sur- run free....the track!   As well
prise!!   The car was amazing   as being my daily driver, this
in all aspects and I knew that car is also my weekend track
I had to have one. As they warrior. It’s versatility in both
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environments is incredible and
I have only began to explore
it’s capabilities on the track. I
had taken my E46 on the track
a number of times previously
and while that vehicle is amazing on the track, the E92 is outstanding. My car is stock with
a few cosmetic upgrades as
BMW has done a fantastic job
with the setup but I have to say
that I do have the itch to start
modifying. We’ll see what this
year brings us! With the upcoming successor it appears
that this rendition of M3 has
now become a collector’s edition as the last of the V8’s and
potentially the last of the M3’s
with the new naming convention of M4 to be introduced for
the coupe.  Who knows?  What
I do know is that I plan to hold
on to this M3 for some time to
come.  Every time I jump into
the driver’s seat it feels like
the very first time.   Why get
rid of something that continues to give me that degree of
satisfaction?   So for anyone
who would like the best of both
worlds off the track as well as
on, I would highly suggest taking an M3 for a drive and experience Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde!

•

It has been an obsession.
There is no time I can talk
about cars without continuing
on to say what I need to build/
fix/replace, and the car can
be driving right off the lot. For
the past 2 years I have owned
an E30 and it is the best car
I could have ever purchased.
Yes it’s been in the garage almost as much as it has been
on the road, but the experience I have gained from owning it is priceless. Like most of
us I have loved every form of
motorsports since I was little,
but owning this car has given
me my first real opportunity to
be a part of it.
My love for the E30 came
from its simplicity, RWD and
its mediocre amount of power. When I first purchased the
vehicle the dampers where
shot and the brakes were
finished; music to my ears!
So the first thing to happen
was some decent brakes, a
set of Bilsteins, and some
“comfy” springs. For the first
year that was it as I was
more focused on learning
to drive well. I went to 3 Trillium Autoslalom events and
was finally home, finding
people as crazy about driving as me. In the summer of
2012 I managed to make it to
most Autoslalom events and
two Trillium Driving schools.
From these events, with my
mediocre power, I can feel
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how my driving has improved
a million times over. You will
always feel fast in a fast car,
but you can only feel fast in
a slow car when you’re doing
it right. It is a very rewarding
experience just making it
out to club meetings, being
able to talk cars with members who have been here
for years. Hearing where
these people have been,
where they hope to be and
what mistakes were made
along the way, has given me
insight to improving my car
and my driving.
By the end of 2012 my car
has seen a “new” motor with a
garage rebuilt head, a MarkD
chip, a new fuel tank, fuel
pump, 2.93 LSD Diff, Urethane suspension bushings,
Slotted rotors, e36 steering
rack, and a bunch of Bondo
to try and hide the rust. During the off season I have had
the awesome experience of
dealing with Bavarian motors helping me fix a slew of
problems while it was way

too cold outside and Harrison
Motorsports who has excellent advice and customer
service.
Sadly at some point this
Summer I look to retire my
E30 to the trailer and buy
something newer, and softer for the street. Toronto’s
patch work seems to be
sometimes worse than just
leaving the pot holes. This
however allows me to put a
bit more time into building
a race car. I have been collecting parts to make a twin

turbo system for the M20
(hence the 2.93 diff and
rebuilt head) and the only
parts left to purchase are
oil lines. Hopefully in the
near future, along with the
twin turbos, will be a cage,
fuel cell, some composite bodywork and E90 rear
suspension. I’m sure there
are many other platforms
that would make building a
race car easy, but that’s just
no fun.
I have managed to touch
just about every part on my

car from engine swaps to
repairing the fuel tank; it’s
seen it all. I have had a wonderful experience getting to
know the friends I have met
through the club and would
never have learned as much
as I have without them. I do
my best to return the favour
by putting in wrench time
when I can for those who
need help. I offer whatever
services I can because in my
mind, everybody deserves a
race car.

•

Frank Gray – 1958-2013
It is with great sadness that I announce the passing of
Frank Gray at the of at the age 55 on July 24, 2013.
Frank was an active member of the BMW Trillium Chapter for many years during the 1990’s through to the early
2000’s. He served on the Executive of the chapter and was
instrumental in establishing club racing at Mosport.
He built and raced with Peter Hanson in one of the fastest
E30 M3’s in North America.  I first met Frank during his early
track days when he had a 5 series that served double duty
as a track car and a street car. We became close friends
and did countless track events together on both sides of the
border prior to taking the plunge into club racing.
Frank was passionate about BMWs, the club and club
racing. I have wonderful memories of our time together am
I saddened to learn of his passing.
At the memorial service a club racing flag was presented
to his family in recognition of his dedication and service to
the club and club racing.
~ Phil Abrami, President of BMWCC
My friend Frank Gray was without doubt, a man of intestinal fortitude, a man driven with passion forged in the
crucible of the desire to win and that he did.

In the Bimmer Magazine of June 2004, the headline of the
article read, and I quote, “A Passionate Investment, what
must be the fastest E30 M3 in North America.” At the peak
in racing, the car held the lap record for Mosport, Watkins
Glen and Mid-Ohio.   Was first in all races except for one
race where it came in second, having started from the back
of the field.  All this took place in one year.
My son Peter, our mechanic Arpi and myself developed,
under the leadership of Frank Vortex Generators, a composite wing and a blown diffuser system, a suspension
system with special valving by Peter with help from Koni
Engineers.  Frank understood the aerodynamics as it was
applied to a race car.
We shall miss him, I shall miss him.
~ Derek Hanson, Co-Chief Instructor BMW Club of
Canada, Trillium Chapter
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