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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Isi Papadopoulos, President

Building Momentum
As I write this article in early spring, our winter activities are now in the history
books and we are planning
our Spring advanced driving school and auto slalom
events. The winter Go-Kart
series was a lot of fun and
very well attended, many
thanks to organizer John
Venditti. His article on the
series can be found in this
issue of Contact. The Club
also held its ski day at
Craigleith Resort in Collingwood. Long time Trillium
BMW Club member and
Craigleith Ski Club member Steve Gailits graciously
hosted the ski event which
was enjoyed by a large
number of our members,
and ski conditions were excellent.

Also in March we were
blessed with two weeks of unusually warm weather which
caused a great many of our
members to jump-start the
spring planning process concerning driving events and
some of us even pulled the
winter covers off our summer
sports cars. During this time,
the Club has also been working feverishly to bring several events to its members.
By the time you read this
article, we will have already
held our Spring Advanced
Driving School, the Club
Race School and our first
Auto Slalom event. I would
like to extend our gratitude to
the many volunteers and the
event leaders who have put
in hundreds of hours to bring
you these events.

Also in the planning process is the Club’s first ever
Street Survival School which
is scheduled for Sunday June
10th. This is a one-day safe
driving program designed to
go beyond driver education
and give teens the hands-on
experience and tools to become safer, smarter drivers.
Please see the complete article in this issue of Contact.
As you read this, the Club
is working hard on planning
several events:
(a) The social meeting
at Pfaff McLaren held on
Tuesday, May 15th from 7-9
pm. Join us as we socialize
and examine the McLaren
MP4-12C.
(b) The Auto Slalom event at
the Mosport Driver Development Track on May 20.

(c) The Summer Advanced
Driving School at Mosport’s Grand Prix track on
June 1/2/3.
(d) The Street Survival
School at Unionville’s GO
station parking lot on June
10.
(e) The social event and introduction of the new M5 at
BMW Toronto on June 12
(7-9 pm).
There are many additional
social and driving events being planned for every member’s enjoyment, please visit
our web site www.soBMW.
ca on a regular basis for updates.
I look forward to seeing
every one of you at one or
more of these events!

•

2012 TRACK EVENT SCHEDULE
ADVANCED DRIVING
SCHOOLS - 2 days Saturdays & Sundays
Location: Canadian Tire
Motorsports Park (Mosport)
Grand Prix Track
Format: Novice, Intermediate and Advanced group
levels: track, class, skid pad
and much more!
Dates: April 28th & 29th, June
2nd & 3rd, Sept 8th & 9th

Prior sign off by Chief BMW
instructor required, or send
your track “resume” to our
Registrar: scott@trillium-bmwclub.ca for evaluation. We
reserve the right to suggest
our School event instead, at
which one can obtain a proper sign off, if qualified. Thank
you for your understanding.
Dates: April 28th & 29th, June
2nd & 3rd, Sept 8th & 9th

Prior sign off by Chief BMW
instructor required, or send
your track “resume” to our
Registrar: scott@trillium-bmwclub.ca for evaluation. We
reserve the right to suggest
our School event instead, at
which one can obtain a proper sign off, if qualified. Thank
you for your understanding.
Dates: April 27th, June 1st,
Sept 7th

ADVANCED SOLO
LAPPING - 2 days Saturdays & Sundays
Location: Canadian Tire
Motorsport Park (Mosport)
Grand Prix Track
Format: Instruction available if
requested, 7 sessions per day,
approximately 30 mins each.
*Advanced drivers only
please*

ADVANCED SOLO
LAPPING - Fridays
Location: Canadian Tire
Motorsports Park (Mosport)
Grand Prix Track.
Format: No instruction, 2
run groups on an alternating 45 min session basis: 1)
race cars 2) street cars.
*Advanced drivers only
please*

AUTO SLALOM COMPETITION SERIES - 2 Venues
Locations: Brampton Powerade Centre
Canadian Tire Motorsports
Park (Mosport) Driver Development Track (DDT).
Non-members welcome.
Dates:
May 6th
Brampton
May 20th
DDT
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June 17th
July 29th
Aug 26th
Sept 16th
Oct 27th
Nov 10th

Brampton
Brampton
DDT
Brampton
Brampton
Brampton

BMW CLUB RACE
SCHOOL
Location: Canadian Tire
Motorsports Park (Mosport)
Grand Prix Track. Organized
by www.bmwccaclubracing.
com see “events” tab for details and registration:
Date: April 28th & 29th
Should
you
have
any
questions
please
contact
our Registrar via email at
scott@trillium-bmwclub.ca

Mark Your Calendars!
BMW
Trillium
Monthly
Meeting and Special Event
Updates
Club Meeting & Special Events
Director, Rob Foreman
NOTE: All BMW Club
meetings are arranged for the
benefit of BMW Club members, their families, friends
and guests. New members
are always welcome; so by
all means, tell your friends
and co-workers should any of
these events appeal to you.

May Monthly Meeting:
Tuesday, May 15, 2012
(7-9 pm)
Location: McLaren Toronto,
33 Auto Park Circle, Woodbridge, ON, L4L 8R1		
905.850.4555/877.610.6111
http://www.toronto.mclaren.com/
Event: Introduction of the
MP4-12C Supercar!
This is one of those special events that we are so
pleased to be able to arrange
for you. When you think of
McLaren Formula One, you
think of great drivers such as
James Hunt, Ayrton Senna,
Alain Prost, Gerhard Berger,
Mika Hakkinen, David Coulthard, Kimi Raikkonen, Lewis
Hamilton and Jenson Button,
to name but a few.
To celebrate their success
in Grand Prix racing, McLaren F1 launched McLaren
Automotive, and their first
supercar was launched in
1992. It was designed by
Gordon-Murray (powered by
BMW) and is arguably one
of the most formidable supercars of the modern era. It was
powered by a mighty 6.0 litre
BMW-designed V12, rated at
627 bhp.
The F1’s success can be
attributed the McLaren’s
Formula One expertise. The
small dedicated team picked
by Gordon Murray designed
5000 individual pieces which
were predominantly carbon
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fiber, magnesium, and titanium to keep minimum weights.
The car’s carbon fiber monocoque was the world’s first
and supported BMW’s impressive BMW S70/2, 620
horsepower engine. This engine produced considerable
heat, so the engine compartment was lined with pure gold
and air conditioning came as
standard. But the greatest innovation was its seating arrangement.
To show off McLaren’s dedication and pay homage to its
Formula One heritage, Murray used a central driver’s
seat and provided an option
for two seats on either side.
Like a race car, this provided
the best possible view and
was a good example of how
uncompromising the F1 was.
Additionally, the McLaren was
designed as the ultimate driving experience, and it wasn’t
equipped with any driving
aids which meant it lacked
traction control, ABS, power
brakes and power steering.
In race car trim, it went on to
win the 1995 24 Hours of Le
Mans at its first attempt.
The MP4-12C is only
the second car produced
by McLaren, and it was
launched in 2011. Like the
mighty F1, the MP4-12C
features a carbon fiber
composite chassis, and is
powered by a mid-mounted
McLaren M838T 3.8-litre
V8, twin-turbo engine developing approximately 592
bhp. The car makes use of
Formula 1-sourced technologies such as “brake steer”,
where the inside rear wheel
is braked during fast cornering to reduce understeer.
Power is transmitted to the
wheels through a 7-speed
Seamless Shift dual-clutch
gearbox.
It is this car – the MP4-12C
– that will be unveiled to club
me mbers! Come see what
all the hype is about!

June Monthly Meeting:

July Monthly Meeting:

Tuesday, June 12, 2012
(7-9 pm)
Location: BMW Toronto, 11
Sunlight Park Road, Toronto, ON, M4M 1B5
416.623.4269
http://www.bmwtoronto.ca/home
Event: Introduction of the
New M5!
The M5 name was used
for the first time back in
1984, but since then, the car
has evolved into an impressive sedan that combines
track potential with the comprehensive practicality of a
luxurious business sedan.
The new generation brings
a high-revving 4.4-liter V8
engine with an M TwinPower Turbo package that
delivers an impressive 560
bhp at 6,000 – 7,000 rpm
and a peak torque of 502
lb-ft from 1,500 rpm. The
model will sprint from 0 to
60 mph in under 4 seconds
and, when the speed limiter is removed, is capable
of hitting an impressive top
speed of 190 mph. Despite
these impressive performance numbers, the car
will deliver an estimated
fuel economy of 28.5 mpg.
The F10 M5 was the basis of our feature story in
the Spring Edition of Contact magazine. Trillium
Contact editor, Shawn Molnar, had the distinct pleasure of driving the car at its
press introduction held in
Spain last fall. Now you
will be able to see the actual car in all its alluring
sheet metal, compliments
of BMW Toronto.

Tuesday, July 10, 2012
(7-9 pm)
Location: Audio Excellence,
661 Chrislea Road, Unit 1,
Vaughn, ON, L4L 8A3
905.881.7109
http://www.audioexcellence.ca/
Event: An introduction to Aural Nirvana: High-end audio
and video applications
Many of us have a distinct
appreciation of music: whether
it be recorded or a live performance. Recorded music media has undergone continual
evolution from the LP through
the advent of the CD, SACD,
DVD and now downloadable
music files. The home theatre
experience has also undergone a dramatic evolution with
wide and dramatic choices
available to the consumer. Yet
the plethora of choice can indeed be overwhelming.
Audio Excellence principle,
Adrian Low has been a long
time audio and automotive
enthusiast, and he and his
team can make sense of both
2-channel audio and home
theatre applications in their
new multi-room showroom.
A little known fact is that
our very own Advanced Driving School Chief Instructor
– Derek Hanson – is also an
accomplished Acoustic Engineer; and it was Derek who
dialed in the Listening Rooms
at Audio Excellence.
Adrian and his team (along
with selected Industry representatives) will demonstrate
a number of audio/visual
technologies for your listening and viewing pleasure.
Come and be amazed at
what you will see and hear.

August Joint BMW Club/
Porsche Club Monthly
Meeting:
Tuesday, August, 14, 2012
(7-10 pm)
Location: Port Credit Yacht
Club (PCYC), 115 Lakefront
Promenade, Mississauga,
ON L5E 3G6
905.278.5578
http://pcyc.net/
Event: An Evening with Automotive Journalists
Over the years, we have
had the pleasure of hosting
some of the most celebrated
Canadian automotive journalists at various BMW Club
events.
This year, we have a special treat for you. So special
in fact, that we will be cohosting a joint meeting with
the Porsche Club – the first of
2 planned events. We have
decided to pool our collective
resources and co-host a forum with automotive journalists at a special location – the
Port Credit Yacht Club. Our
planned evening will start off
with a forum with our journalists, during which time they
will field questions from the
floor – that would be you,
our club members; followed
by cocktails and a meet and
mingle type social.
So far we have confirmed
the following journalists:
Jim Kenzie – Toronto Star
Kathy Rewald – Toronto Star
Peter Bleakney – Toronto Star
Dan Proudfoot – Globe and Mail
Shawn Molnar – Freelance
and Trillium Contact Editor
and Trillium Director
The event is still in the preparatory phase, and more
journalists are expressing
interest and committing on
an almost daily basis; so we
anticipate hosting 12-15 journalists when all is said and
done. It should be a fantastic evening in a fantastic setting, right on beautiful Lake
Ontario. Watch this space for
developments, and come out
and lend your support!

Special Events
BMW Corral in Support of the
Mosport ALMS July 20, 21,
22, 2012
Location: Canadian Tire
Motorsport Park, Bowmansville, ON
http://www.mosport.com/
Event: BMW Club Hospitality
Suite with access to the Rahal Letterman Lanigan BMW
Race Team!
We are once again planning
on hosting a BMW Club Corral for BMW Club members
and their guests in support
of the Mosport Canadian Tire
Motorsport Park round of the
American Le Mans Series.
These cars will be the same
cars that run the 24 Hours of
Le Mans race midsummer.
Our event will feature behind the scenes access to the
cars and drivers of the Rahal
Letterman Lanigan BMW
Race Team – the official race
team of BMW North America.
This will be your only opportunity to see these cars in action on Canadian soil!
The program that we are
working on for you will feature the following:
- Designated BMW Corral
with tent and closed-circuit
television
- Designated Grand Stand
inside Corner 8
- Unlimited access to the
Mosport site and competitors
paddock
- Event Program
- Exclusive BMW Club access to cars and drivers of
the Rahal Letterman Lanigan
BMW Race Team at a dedicated media event at the race
team’s garages in the paddock
- Catered barbeque lunch on
Race day Sunday
Your Special Events Planning team is working on the
final details of this event, but
it once again promises to be
something special for BMW
Club members and racing
fans alike. Details and signup procedures will be published as soon as possible.
http://www.rahal.com/team

North American BMWCCA
C-Modified Champions
2007, 2008, 2009, 2011

BMW Service Modification & Motorsport
Advanced Driver Training & Coaching
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Custom chromolly cages & half-cages
Complete chassis fabrication & setup
Engine building – street, track, race
DTA & Pectel race engine management
Race Technology, DTA, Pectel & Motec
digital dashboards & data loggers
Brake upgrades – AP Racing, Performance
Friction, Pagid, Hawk
Suspensions – Motion Control, JRZ, AST,
Moton & Bilstein
Four wheel alignment & corner balancing
Race wheels, slicks, track tires & high
performance street tires
Safety gear – OMP, Sabelt, TRS Motorsport,
Teamtech
AMSOIL lubricants

www.ravenperformance.com

905-477-1800
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Tech Talk

TRACK DAY PREPARATION, GUIDELINES, AND HELPFUL TIPS…
John Venditti, Vice-President

Approximately
15
years
ago I attended my first track
day. That day came with exhilaration, thrills, and a complete lack of preparedness.
Although I had a wonderful time, I sure wished afterwards that I had done a little
more research, and took a
little more time to prepare for
the event. I did have a little
guidance from a “buddy” who
had tracked before. Now,
looking back, I laugh at the
thought that I filled the tank
with premium fuel and kicked
the tires to… well I don’t
know, kick the tires – and I
thought I was ready for a day
at the track! I decided to put
this article together not only
for new attendees, but also
for experienced members
who regularly enjoy track
days. Perhaps these insights
might touch on something not
thought of before.
Types of Events:
One of the most important
things to do before registering
is to pay due diligence and research the type of event you
want to attend to make sure
it’s what you want to do. There
are many ways of getting to
the track. Of course if you’ve
never tracked before you will
learn the basics when you
attend one of our advanced
driving schools (or “ADS”
events, as we call them). At
our schools you will learn all
of the basics, from preparation and seating positions, to
situational awareness and car
control skills. It is very impor-
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tant to get your car technically
inspected the week prior to an
event. This action is mandatory for our ADS events. The
benefit of this is quite obvious: It is to ensure your safety
and the safety of everyone on
the track around you. A few
of the many items looked at
are brake pads, tie rods, ball
joints, and brake fluid. Once
you’ve completed tech inspection your car is ready for
the day, you… not so much at
this point.
Safety and Support:
There are several items worth
bringing to the track. Helmets are mandatory at most
track events. Events that
don’t mandate helmets are
not recommended, so make
sure you’ve secured a helmet.
You can purchase, borrow, or
rent one at the track, but be
sure that the helmet is rated
a minimum of “Snell 2005.”
It’s also wise to bring along a
torque wrench if you own one,
or buy or borrow one if you
can, as the heat generated
from the tires and brakes will
warm aluminum wheels, and
this could loosen a stud or
two. It’s a great idea to torque
your wheel lugs prior to going
on track every session. I was
at a track event once when
another participant came into
the pit lane complaining about
a vibration in the drive train.
Many were trying to trouble
shoot the problem and I’ll
never forget hearing the voice
of the chief instructor say, in
a low deep tone, “torque the

lugs!” The driver borrowed a
torque wrench and all 16 lugs
had loosened slightly. We all
learned something that day.
It’s also wise to bring a change
of clothes and be prepared for
at least 3 seasons the same
day, as it has been known
to happen more than once.
Dress appropriately and bring
clothes for the unexpected!
Also, track food is not known
to be the best, cheapest, or
healthiest, so bring a lunch
and several drinks for the
whole day. It is very important
to stay hydrated as well. Many
people underestimate just
how physical it is to drive a car
near the limit for long periods
of time - no wonder Formula
1 racecar drivers are some
of the most fit athletes in the
world! A tire pressure gauge
is also a very useful tool since
altering the tire pressures will
affect the dynamics of the car.
Also, as tires warm and cool
tire pressures change, hence
checking tire pressures regularly is a good idea. A few other niceties, but by no means
necessities would be a fold
out camping chair, umbrella
and tarp to cover up your gear
should it start to rain.
Prepping the Night Before:
It’s a good idea to take the time
the evening before the track
event to clean out your ride
for the weekend. It is required
that all loose objects are removed out of your car including floor mats, loose change,
CD’s in the sun visor, MP3
player, GPS, etc. Rather than

using up valuable time in the
morning it is best to do this the
day before. Of course, all windows should also be cleaned
to ensure an unobstructed
view all of the way around.
Also, don’t forget to fill up your
gas tank as the morning can
be quite busy. Speaking of
busy, it is also important to arrive at the track early as there
is much to do at the track. The
morning of the event requires
all participants to attend both
the drivers meeting and the
safety meeting before being
allowed out on track. Be sure
to arrive with enough time to
register, unload and prepare
your car, place the car number on the car, find out who
your instructor is and find out
where the exercises and inclass sessions will be. These
meetings typically start at 8
am therefore arriving at the
track at least one hour early
is extremely helpful to ensure
you have enough time to get
ready for your day at the track.
Hopefully this helps you prepare for your next or first time
on the track. Keep in mind this
is only a guideline and designed to help you prepare.
You may think of a few other
tricks and by all means, if you
do, please share them with me
and the rest of the membership. I just wish, when I was
first getting involved in tracking, I had someone or some
material to guide me rather
than running around like a
chicken with its head cut off!

•

Street Survival School

DO YOU HAVE A TEENAGED DRIVER OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES?
THEN WE HAVE THE PROGRAM FOR YOU!

Your children’s safety is of
utmost priority – let us teach
them to be safer drivers.
Trillium BMW Club is introducing the Street Survival
School to all Canadians, regardless of type of car driven.
Street Survival School is a
one-day safe driving program
to go
beyond
driver
ents must designed
have either
a G2,
or G
education and give teens the
or equivalent from another
hands-on experience and
e or state.tools
Holders
of a G1
to become
safer, smartare not eligible
for
the
program.
er drivers.
According
to Statistics
student is under
18, parents
Canada,
motor
vehicle accign both the BMW Club minor
dents
are
the
leading
cause
and the facility’s minor waiver. If
of death among 15-24 year
ents are not
attending the school,
olds; more than drugs, guns
vers must and
be witnessed.
The
violent crimes
combined.
can be downloaded
They accountfrom
for over 70% of
llium-bmwclub.ca/Street-Survival
accidental deaths each year
in that age group. The Street
Survival School is NOT a performance driving school or an
Auto Cross event. The sole
objective of this program is to
teach young adults safer driving techniques and help them
develop a mature mindset
that may assist them in the
future. Speeds are intentionally kept very low (< 60 km/h)
and students are always accompanied by an instructor.
Students are to bring the
vehicle that they drive most
often so they can become familiar with its characteristics.
The program provides:
• Trained and qualified in-car
driving instructors
• In-classroom learning
• Hands-on educational driving experiences in real world
ents must situations
present aaimed
photocopy
of
at teaching
ense, proof
of
insurance
and
new drivers car safety and

e original signed Minor Waiver
f under 18) to participate in the
Club Street Survival schools

BMW C
Street Su

...teach young
adults safer driving
techniques...
Our first school is scheding or ‘texting,’ and the significontrol in their own vehicles.
• Challenging driving situa- cant effect of too many other uled for Sunday June 10,
tions including skid control teens riding with them - are 2012 and will be held at the
GO Transit parking lot in Unand emergency lane chang- emphasized.
The Street Survival School ionville, ON (Hwy 407 and
es on private, closed courses. This allows students to was originated in the US Kennedy Rd). Cost is only
experience abnormal vehicle by the BMWCCA Founda- $75 per student and includes
behavior in a safe and super- tion and Tire Rack and has a one-year membership to
become very popular. Most the Trillium BMW Club.
vised environment.
To register, please visit
The one-day program is BMW chapters in the United
a mixture of classroom and States currently run these www.trillium-bmwclub.ca/
Street-Survival.
hands-on exercises with in- schools.
If you are a parent, we also
Trillium BMW Club will ofstructorswww.trillium-bmwclub.ca/Street-Survival
in the vehicles with
the students. In the class- fer two schools in 2012 and hope that you will stay and parroom they learn about proper Ottawa BMW Club will offer ticipate in the day’s activities.
seating and hand positions, one. It is our intent to roll the Sit in on the classroom instrucmirror placement, the con- program out to all BMW Club tion; participate in the discuscept of the contact patch chapters in Canada. Stu- sions if the instructor asks for
of their tires, the theories of dents need not be BMW Club some parental interaction. We
weight transfer, and the use members and ownership of a hope to see you there!
of long distance vision and BMW in not mandatory.
situational awareness. Then
the students are put through
a series of exercises that are
based on real world situaThe GTA’s Premier BMW Specialists
tions. The students learn skid
control on a wet skid pad; go
through lane change/accident avoidance maneuvers;
Presentedand
in partnership with:
do braking exercises,
they drive a slalom course to
learn about weight transfer.
Service to ALL Makes & Models
The challenges of driver dis7634 Woodbine Ave., Unit #6 Markham, ON L3R 2N2
tractions - such as the radio/
905-479-1769 • www.bavarianmotors.ca
CD/iPod, cell phones for talk-

•

BAVARIAN MOTORS INC.

www.trillium-bmwclub.ca/Street-Survival
or call John at 905-477-1800
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2012 BMW 328i Drive Review
Words & Photos: Shawn Molnar, Editor of Contact Magazine
Originally published at bmwblog.com

Barcelona, Spain
Standard operating procedure upon receiving keys to a
press car goes something like
this: Walk up to the car, give it
a quick glance from a couple
perspectives; decide if I like
its looks. Get in and adjust all
mirrors and seat adjustments;
decide if it’s comfortable and,
if a manual, heel and toe-able.
If it’s an exotic, sit for a moment and let the occasion sink
in. Finally, fire up the engine
and give it a good flog down
the nearest twisty back road
or around the nearest racetrack. Follow with a relaxed
drive to a nice restaurant, analyzing creature comforts and
the sound system. This is a
slight over-simplification, but
you get the idea.
In Barcelona, Spain, I adhered to a far more practical
approach. Whereas I would
normally start off my drive
with engine, transmission
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and suspension tuning all in
their sportiest settings, I took
a more civil approach and
started my drive in “Eco Pro”
mode. I figured I would be
bored stiff within a few minutes and require a stretchbreak with jumping jacks at
the side of the road – but it
soon became apparent that
driving green in a BMW can
be a rather engaging experience, given the inkling.
BMW’s all-new 3 series
sedan features four unique
drive modes: Eco Pro, Comfort, Sport and Sport +. Starting off in Eco Pro proved the
right choice for a couple of
reasons. First of all, a great
number of 3 series buyers
will likely leave their car in
this mode at all times. Second, my initial impressions of
the car were based upon the
3 series at its worst, dynamically. To understand the driv-

ing experience you must first
understand the technology
behind this setting. Switching
the drive mode to Eco Pro
changes parameters in many
areas of the car including engine management, transmission logic, accelerator pedal
feel and resistance, and ancillary feature management.
The last parameter mentioned includes a reduction
in power sent to the heated
seats, heated mirrors and air
conditioning - literally every
aspect of the car’s consumption has been analyzed and
tuned.
In practice, all of these
enhancements in efficiency
culminate into a very relaxed
driving experience. Think,
“slow and steady,” with a side
of self-control. Of course,
the on-dash instrumentation
shows your driving habits
and encourages you to al-

ter the behavior of your right
foot such that you minimize
consumption and keep an
expanding blue bar as short
as possible. As you drive, the
onboard computer begins to
calculate your approximate
fuel savings and gives a read
out below a blue “efficiency bar” on the dash. BMW
claims that Eco Pro technology alone accounts for up
to a 20 percent decrease
in fuel consumption, when
used continuously while driving. This is a massive figure,
but for me it’s probably also
a conservative one. I suspect this driving algorithm
improved my mileage even
more, and may have saved
me from a likely speeding
ticket. You can’t argue with
technology that saves you
money.
Driving along the road in
Eco Pro mode, the throttle re-

sponse is quite lax, and the
pedal offers significant resistance, such that it’s harder
to depress the pedal. Now
there’s an obvious concept
that plays well to human psychology: make it more difficult
to press the pedal, and people will press the pedal less.
The transmission logic kept
the engine spinning below
2,000 rpm almost the entire
drive, and without much effort. What is surprising is that
this ZF sourced 8-speed automatic can keep the engine
in its low rpm sweet spot and
even though the revs are low,
the car doesn’t actually feel
that slow. Furthermore, you
know that there is a whole lot
more where that came from
– should you need it. If you
completely depress the gas
pedal in Eco Pro mode, the
transmission will kick down to
the lowest gear possible and

get you out of trouble if power
is what you need.
The suspension and steering settings are identical
in both Eco Pro mode and
Comfort mode. In these settings, surface undulations are
well absorbed leaving you
on a smooth, floating plane.
The car begins to feel much
heavier as it fails to translate
wheel motions into body motions – and in the context of
luxury and comfort, this is a
compliment of the highest order. Steering feel is very muted in these settings, with little
to no perceptible “on center”
feel. The wheel feels very
relaxed in your hands, and
not much is communicated
up through the wheel from
the road surface. Comfort
mode is essentially the same
as Eco Pro mode, minus the
added efficiency.
Sport mode tightens the

suspension and steering
and awakens the transmission and engine. Of course,
Sport Plus mode takes things
to their sportiest and holds
gears even longer – in fact
it holds gears all the way to
redline. Based on my driving
habits, I would only make use
of two settings: Eco Pro and
Sport Plus, the other two are
somewhat superfluous.
Driving on the highway was
therefore best accomplished
in Eco Pro mode. Wind noise
was well muted and the cabin
was very relaxed. The 3 series would make a great long
distance machine should you
need it for that purpose, and
it will manage great fuel mileage along the way – likely hitting mid 30s mpg figures.
The cabin of BMW’s new
3 series is gorgeous. Seriously – it’s one of the best
automotive interiors I’ve ever

sat in, and it’s worth a rave
review. Based upon three
unique packages, the interiors of the 3 series can very
wildly. A “Modern” version is
reminiscent of a luxury health
spa, with organic colors and
natural wood and leather surfaces. The new rough finish
wood trim is a must have –
it is pleasing to both look at
and touch. A “Luxury” model
features a flashier interior
and adds more slats to the
kidney grills, while the “Sport”
line model is reminiscent of
athletic equipment - techy but
rubberized (I especially enjoy
the red or blue accent striping across the bottom lip of
the dash trim).
I did not have the opportunity to thoroughly test the stereo because the preselected
sound tracks were, umm…
not to my taste, and I gave up
Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

around track 12. The sound
system is the same fantastic
unit as found in the new F20
1 series, so I’m confident it
can do the job.
When pressing on, BMW’s
new 328i delivered performance far beyond its specifications. It astounded with
its grunting torque from low
rpm, twisting out 260 lb-ft
nearly flat across the revband. The 328i’s eager 2.0
liter single turbo (twin scroll)
four cylinder wound up to
redline without breaking a
sweat and churned out 240
hp along the way. Of note, an
independent magazine has
recently claimed 230 hp at
the wheels while testing on
the dyno, it’s quite likely this
engine has been underrated,
and I wouldn’t be surprised
if this was the case, judging
from the seat of my pants. Of
course, the car’s 88 lb drop in
weight also goes a long way
to enhance dynamics.
The transmission responded well to spirited driving,
in fact this is the best sports
automatic transmission I’ve
experienced since spanking
the X6M around the track.
Both up and downshifts are
quick and the transmission
responds surprisingly well to
steering paddle inputs. Just
as they should, the right paddle selects a higher gear and
the left paddle grabs a downshift. Would I pick the 8-speed
auto over the standard 6
speed manual? Absolutely
not, but I say that with greater
pause than usual. The auto in
this car really is a great transmission, and if you’re being
pushed into picking the automatic for any reason, I assure
you it will not disappoint, even
on spirited drives.
While diving deep into
corners the suspension did
a great job of tracking the
car in Sport+ mode. Body
motions are well controlled
and the handling dynamics are confidence inspiring.
The suspension works well
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to deliver plenty of grip from
the tires and minimizes body
roll. Thanks to its ideal 50:50
balance, 88 pound drop in
weight, and suspension tuning, the car feels agile and
willing to turn in. Mild understeer is noted – enough to
keep the legal team happy
– but even through a few difficult hairpins, the 328i was
happy to play. On corner exit
the tail was also quite happy
to rotate and the overall feel
of the car was surprisingly
neutral. The brakes on our
328i felt positive and powerful when called upon. I did
begin to experience brake
fade when descending down
the backside of a mountain, but fade was minimal
and not significant enough
to warrant a cool off period,
ending the fun.
Finally we arrive at the topic of steering feel in Sport+
mode. Maybe you should
take a seat if you’re not already sitting. I don’t want to
be a “Debbie downer” and
rain on this lovely day – but
we’ve arrived at the weak
point of BMW’s new 3 series sedan. While in the first
two driving modes, Eco Pro
and Comfort, the steering is
quite lax and uncommunicative; but it can be forgiven
for being so because the car
is not trying to be sporty in
these two settings. In Sport
and Sport+ modes, however,

I expect the steering to communicate the road surface
with clarity and feedback by
the boatload – unfortunately
it fails to do so. To be fair, the
steering is nicely weighted in
Sport+ mode, and steering
inputs are met with precise
responses. The steering ratio also feels great – but the
electronic assist steering in
the new 3 series has a minimalist approach to feel and
feedback in that it gives you
only enough to feel for grip
at the limit, and not a hair
more. Basically, I felt like the
steering kept me on a “need
to know” basis, and any information beyond what was
required to extract maximum
performance from the 3 series was withheld in the interests of comfort and efficiency. That raw, gritty, honest
steering feel we’ve all grown
to love in BMWs is gone.
During my stint across a
mountain pass I came across
a section of rain-soaked road,
and this is where the lack of
steering feel became further
evident. Whereas in the dry
the steering fed sufficient information to feel for grip, in
the rain the grip threshold was
lowered such that it was more
difficult to feel the tires as they
approached their limits of adhesion to the road surface.
In short, I found the lack of
steering feel subtracted from
the dynamic driving experi-

ence and was not confidence
inspiring as it should be. No
previous generation of 3 series has had so little steering
feel, and I lament this fact.
That said, if you are not going to push your 328i to its
very limits on the racetrack or
a twisty mountain back road,
this decreased steering feel
may not be much to your concern. To my estimation, BMW
is betting on this, and reserving telepathic steering feel for
the M cars at the (slight) consequence of efficiency. Enter
the F10 M5, which still features a hydraulically assisted
steering unit, while the civilian
F10 5 series also makes use
of a more numb electronically
assisted rack.
Overall I was left impressed
by the 328i’s performance –
we were able to carve a jagged mountain road with some
serious pace. I say again, the
steering feel and feedback did
not slow me down, I just would
have preferred it painted a
fuller picture. More aggressive
performance tires will also allow more info to make its way
to your hands, once purchased
aftermarket. The car was light
on its feet and very agile along
challenging roads, and its turbo four cylinder was relentless
– constantly impressing with
its power and low-lag throttle
response.
Turning our attention back
to the overall driving impressions, the 3 series also managed to devour a short stint
of city driving with ease. The
quiet and relaxed interior provided solace from the bustling streets while the seats
proved comfortable no matter
how long we sat in them. During spirited driving they also
proved well bolstered – holding us securely in place.
When it comes to infotainment, all the tech you can
feast your eyes on is found
on the very iPad-like screen
jutting out from the dash – as
found first in the 6 series flagship car, as well as the new
F20 1 series. For the first

time in the storied history of
the 3 series, BMW has begun to offer 7 series appointments in a compact package.
It is exceedingly clear that the
new 3 series is cut from the
same cloth as BMW’s big-hitting flagship cars, just scaled
down to size and efficiency
for the greater population.
BMW have managed to
produce a car that can flip
from a comfortable fuel miser to a back road burner
at the touch of one button.
They have packed in brilliant technology that keeps
you safe, comfortable, and
informed. Somehow, they’ve
even managed to offer great
value in this sixth generation
3 series. Tradition meets the
future in this sports luxury
sedan, and we can’t help but
embrace the future as we
admire BMW’s legendary 3
series. The bar has been set
impossibly high, once again.

•

Volunteer with Trillium and
Discover Your Place in the Club!
By: Dan Janssen, Member at Large
Without volunteers our club
could not exist. But we don’t
just need volunteers - we
need the type of unwavering dedication, determination, and diligence that typifies celestial bodies as they
interplay within the universe.
In short: we need you to help
us make the Trillium world go
‘round.
We are looking for good
men and women to help out
with club affairs and participate as volunteers. Beyond
having an impact on the club,
you can gain other benefits.
Volunteering provides you
with the opportunity to build
on new skills, become a bigger part of the BMW community, provide a sense of
achievement, fulfill required
volunteer/community
ser-

vice and provide new, exciting experiences. As you help
out you will also meet some
of the most interesting people on the face of the planet,
and create new friends.
Another benefit of volunteering is how it reflects on
a resume or current place of
employment. It is estimated
that 73% of employers will
take a candidate who has
volunteer experience over
one that does not. Furthermore, a study has found
that 94% of employees who
have volunteered to learn
new skills have been promoted or given a raise as a
result.* If that is not motivation enough, Trillium is providing even more incentive.
Our club has recently unveiled a volunteer rewards

program. Contact me for
details! The purpose behind
this is program is to recognize members and nonmembers who provide time
to the Trillium BMW Club.
We want this club to be the
best it can possibly be and
that starts with the commitment of the membership.
To submit your name for
volunteer activities you can
contact me any time at the
email found below. We expect this to be a very popular
program so email me today
to get involved.
Email me today to get involved.
dan.janssen@trillium-bmwclub.ca
*[Source: http://www.worldvolunteerweb.org/]
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Out
of the Mouths of Babes
Jennifer Venditti, Secretary & Communications Coordinator
For those of you who read
my article in the last edition
of Contact you might recall I
have twin daughters, Olivia
and Victoria. In the days B.C.
(Before Children) John and I
were always off driving somewhere whether it be for late
night coffee in Niagara Falls
or a last minute trip to Montreal for the weekend. Once
the girls were born it was only
natural for us to strap them
into their car seats, pack a few
essential
toys/wipes/juice/
snacks and set off on our next
adventure. From then on they
traveled with us no matter the
distance or vehicle; the girls
have definitely earned their
veteran road trippers’ status.
Now, at the wise ol’ age of 7,
they have started taking notice
of other drivers on the road
and their, shall we say, differing driving abilities. I’ve heard
them muttering in the back
seat “Oh, come ON!” when the
car in front of us pulled away
slowly from a newly green light
(due to texting, we later discovered.) I’ve also heard them say
“that person wasn’t being very
nice, did you see him trying to
butt in front of mommy? Good
thing she didn’t crash into
him.” Instead of ignoring these
comments (and later laughing
while repeating them to John)
I’ve decided to start encouraging them and having conver-

sations about road safety, and
how to be a considerate driver,
etc. They ask questions about
the lines on the road, the different signs and have even
questioned whether it is safe
to have our dog travel with us
without being secured in her
own seat belt. We’ve talked
about what a serious responsibility driving is; not only to
make sure your own driving is
safe but the often momentous
task of monitoring everyone
else’s driving at the same time.
On other occasions we have
touched on the topic of death,
specifically of how it came to
be that my cousin Philip was
killed in the car he was a passenger in. I don’t ignore or sugar coat any of their questions,
though some days it’s hard to
find the words a seven year
old might be able to understand, especially about such
sensitive topics. I don’t want to

In BMW News
BMW today announced the recall of 1.3 million vehicles. The
cars effected by the recall are
5 and 6 series models built between 2003 and 2010. The recall does not apply to any current production model BMWs.
Based on the given description of the problem, it
sounds like a quick and inexpensive fix and all repairs
are being done at no cost to
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scare my children about driving, I want to educate and ensure the lines of communication are always open between
us, no matter the question. It is
my hope that, once they reach
driving age (I just choked a
little there), they will be leaps
and bounds above other new
drivers around them.
For those of you who don’t
know much about our little
family, we are quite involved
in the Trillium Club and its
events. For the most part the
girls travel with us and experience this automotive culture
and are very anxious for the
day they can hop into a go
kart and practice all they have
learned. This year the Trillium
Club will be putting on a 1 day
driving school aimed specifically at teaching and inspiring
confidence (not cockiness) in
young adults who are new to
the wondrous world of driv-

ing. In our brochure there is
a statistic that states 70% of
all accidental deaths among
Canadian young adults between the ages of 15 and 24,
occur in motor vehicle accidents; a shocking realization
to a parent of two girls growing up far too quickly. If only
this education could be taught
now to each child in order to
give them more than a fighting chance at not becoming a
statistic.
For now, however, I’ll continue to encourage our little
chats while out driving as well
as our time together playing
‘cars’ (on the road carpet from
John’s childhood.) They can
continue making comments
about how one of them has
not parked her Lamborghini
in the “proper” parking spot or
that the other has driven way
too fast and Daddy, who is the
Dodge Charger SRT8 Police
Car, will surely give her a ticket. We won’t bother to point out
that Barbie, dressed in her glittering evening gown no less,
is taking up 7 parking spots at
the library or that the Lego pilot
is operating the farm tractor on
the airport runway. We have to
let them have some fun too; after all they’re only little for such
a short time. The day will come
soon enough when they will be
asking for our car keys.

•

BMW RECALLS 1.3 MILLION CARS WORLDWIDE

the owner. Still, it sounds like
someone from the boot design department may be getting the boot…
The official press release
follows: “In order to carry out
a quality measure, the BMW
AG is re-calling all BMW 5
and 6 Series models of the
previous generation, built
between 2003 and 2010 and
still on the market for repair at

authorised dealers.
In some remote cases, the
battery cable cover inside the
boot of these vehicles may
be incorrectly mounted. This
can result in the electrical
system malfunctioning, the
vehicle failing to start and, in
some cases, to charring or
fire. We are not aware of any
accidents or injury to persons
resulting from this fault.

Vehicle owners will be notified in writing. Affected vehicles will remain at the respective BMW Partner repair
workshop for approximately
30 minutes, the service, of
course, being free of charge
to the customer.
Approximately 1.3 million
vehicles worldwide are affected.”
[Source: BMW Group]

Winter
Go-Kart Series 2012
John Venditti, Vice President
One of the oddest things
happened this year during
our ‘winter’ championship
Go-Kart series. The ‘winter’
disappeared and we were
driving indoors with the doors
wide open! For the last event
a few members brought their
summer rides out of storage.
It was nice to see a bunch of
BMW’s in the parking lot rather than the slew of winter cars
most of us had, from large
domestics to minivans and
such. As usual though, I’m digressing from the title of this
article. Our winter Go-Kart series brought out a whole host
of new talent this year to challenge the talent of years past!
This made for some of the
most competitive karting I’ve
seen in a long time.
It was literally down to the
last heat of the final event to
determine the winner of this
year’s championship. A big

congratulations goes out to
Kurt Dawson who took top
honors this year, with Devon
Kring “The Pole Position King”
taking home second, and yours
truly rounding out the top three
this year. These two guys did
it in great fashion with Devon
grabbing the most pole positions this year and Kurt setting
not only the fastest lap of all,
but also setting the fastest lap
average anyone has ever done
at GPK….Ever! The manager
of the facility was so impressed
he had to come over and tell
me that and ask if he is one of
our club racers; I told the facility manager, “not yet.” Look for
more great things to come from
these two guys!
That wraps up the events for
the winter months, now on to
brighter, warmer weather, and
dozens of other great events to
come from our club this year!

•

Advertise with Trillium Club
Would you like to advertise your products or services to Trillium members?
Trillium offers print and
T-shirt advertising. Booth

space is also available during our schools.
For
more
information
please contact Shawn Molnar
at: shawn@trillium-bmwclub.ca
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