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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Isi Papadopoulos, President

2011 is winding down, but there is
plenty of fun left to be had!
For some years now you
have probably seen me at
the track at various driving
school events. I am the one
with the very loud race car!
I have had the privilege of
working with many of you as
your instructor. This has been
a very rewarding experience
for me, as not only do I get to
meet some super new people, but I also have the opportunity to share with them
and learn from them too.
I have been involved with
instructing and racing for approximately 12 years now,
and was in semi-professional
rallying a long, long time ago.
A motor-head to the bone
- and sometimes to the chagrin of my better half! We
have four boys who are all
grown up, and two of them
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are motor-heads. You will be
seeing them at events after
they’ve completed their E30
track car.
This year I have taken on
the very challenging and time
consuming responsibility of
club president. I intend to rise
to the challenge while meeting your expectations in providing the kind of atmosphere
and activities that will make
the club successful by all accounts.
The poor economy and the
plethora of competition offering track-time makes our challenge that much greater. The
good news is that we have
a very strong and dedicated
executive team and board of
directors. Equally important,
we have many individuals
who have volunteered to take

on responsibilities within the
club. With this team and with
some additional volunteers
from within the membership,
we aim to deliver on all fronts.
This year’s activities will
include social gatherings,
a show ‘n shine, autocross,
go-karting, advanced driving
schools, and driving tours.
We are working on bringing
you even more activities for
2012 and beyond. We are already well into the go-karting
season; it’s a lot of fun! Why
not come on out and join us?
The dates and location are
on our website.
The team is actively looking
for more volunteers who wish
to help out at events or helping us in marketing the club.
As you’ll read elsewhere
in this edition of Contact, the

board is working on a volunteer reward program that will
recognize the time and effort
invested by our volunteers.
Be on the lookout for the rewards program in the next
few weeks.
If you can free some time
and would like to make a few
quality friends, we invite you
to come and join our volunteers! You will find a great
group of people here who
share a common goal and
passion for cars.
2012 is looking to be a
great year (don’t believe the
Mayans!) and I look forward
to meeting each and every
one of you throughout the
year while making this club
a fun and rewarding experience for all!

•

Trillium
Club Welcomes You to 2012!!
By John Venditti, Competition Director
Welcome to 2012… wait,
did I just say 2012? What
happened to Winter? What
happened to the Christmas
break? Wow. Time is flying
by in the blink of an eye. As
I write you we have already
had two events of our winter
go-kart series and a couple
of directors’ meetings to plan
the year ahead. We will be
having our second monthly
social meeting of 2012 on
Tuesday March 13th. Perhaps you will be interested in
joining me, and other members of the Trillium Chapter
board, for a social meeting
at Budds BMW in Oakville - a
short drive from the city center. Plenty of eye candy will
be on display!
I decided after a year
hiatus from organizing the
go-kart events to take the
reigns once again. I want
to thank Dave Richer for do-

ing a fantastic job last year
and stepping up to make
sure our members had their
racing fix during the winter
months. This year we’re back
at Grandprix Kartways at
Downsview Park. They are
extremely well organized and
have certainly thought out
what attracts people to their
location with an abundance
of TV’s, casual seating, a
quaint pub area, banquet facilities and meeting rooms.
Let’s not forget their electric
karts. This means no fumes
and not having to go home
smelling like a gas station!
Format is simple: 3 x 16 lap
sessions. The first session is
qualifying, second is a race
with a Formula 1 style standing start and the last session
is another race but in reverse
qualifying order and a standing start. The first two events
this year have proven to be

most competitive and very
exciting from both a participant and spectator standpoint. I’m looking forward to
seeing how the next 3 events
shape up. Our club is making
an effort to find dedicated volunteers. Often an overlooked
part of our events, and one
of the most important, is the
contribution of volunteers at
the track. Very often a large
amount of the required work
for a driving school is done
behind the scenes. This year
Dan Janssen will be unveiling our Volunteer Rewards
Program to help us show
how much we appreciate this
great group of individuals.
Dan will be sharing information on this program in the
upcoming weeks, however
the main reason for bringing
this up is to appeal to all of
you, our membership, to become more involved in our

club, making it even better.
One responsibility I will be
assuming this year is heading up a major marketing initiative. Unfortunately it’s been
noticed that our membership
and attendance levels events
has waned over the last few
years. We’ve made it our
mission to grow our club and
eventually retain the numbers we used to see in the
late 90’s and early 2000’s however this is no small feat
and we need your help!
If you are an energetic and
enthusiastic individual who is
willing to join me and the marketing team in promoting the
club, please contact me via
email at john@trillium-bmwclub.ca. Of course, following
the release of our new rewards program anyone willing
to work on the marketing team
will qualify for rewards points.

away at 10:00 am sharp! A
driver’s meeting and course
walk-through preceeds all
events.
Are you are considering attending an autocross
event? Why not join us for
a blast between the cones Trillium offers the longstanding experience to make your
autocross a safe and enjoyable event. All you need is

a mechanically sound car
of any brand, your name on
the dotted line upon arrival, a
small sum entrance fee, and
a spirit of adventure.
For more information
about Trillium autocross
events, contact our Autocross Volunteer, Randy
Sparre at: randy.sparre@

•

About Trillium Autocross
The Trillium Chapter of BMW
Club Canada has been running autocrosses for many
decades.
Competition is
based on a level playing
field with other participations
based on an internationally
recognised points scoring
system.
Trillium Autocross events
are held during the ‘racing
season’ from early April until
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November in and around Toronto. With enough support
and sufficently snowy weather, Trillium may expand into
winter autocross events
wherein competitors race
across a snowy surface. Tell
us your thoughts to make
this happen!
At a typical autocross
event, registration opens at
9:30 am and the first car is

gmail.com

•

Autocross
Your Heart Out
By: Randy Sparre, Volunteer
The rest of the autocross
season will be held once
again at Brampton’s Powerade Centre at 7575 Kennedy Rd South, and entry
prices also remain the same
at $40.00 for members,
$50.00 for non-members.
The confirmed dates, all
commencing @10:00am are
as follows:
As a Trillium member of two
decades, I’ve succumbed to
the pleasure of volunteering
my time, helping the club by
instructing and organizing
various events including Navigational Rallies, Car Shows,
and Autocross events.
This year I’ve decided to
take the reins of the Autocross once again. John Venditti sure left big shoes to fill
with his never-ending energy,
warm personable attitude
and challenging courses. His
lust for rubber abuse is duly
noted. Partnering up with
our previous Social Director,
Richard Simpson, will help to
make this year’s 8 events exciting and foolproof.
The tremendous positive
response we’ve received
last year at our Mosport DDT
Solo-1 event in November
convinced us that we should
pursue the DDT further for
our 2012 autocross season.
As a result, we are proud to
hold two autocrosses at the
DDT in 2012. As last year, the
event cost will be $100.00 for
the morning autocross with
“bonus” afternoon lapping
for competitors ($120.00 for
non-members). The DDT
dates are as follows:

Sunday May 6th
Sunday June 17th
Sunday July 29th
Sunday September 16th
Saturday October 27th
Saturday November 10th
Our newly purchased wireless timing gear allows for
multiple cars on course, and
even the capability of measuring split-sector times when
setup properly (not sure yet
about the wireless transmission range with such a large
lot). All this translates to a
quicker run event finishing
up earlier in the day for either more “fun runs” or added weekend leisure time.
I look forward to seeing
everyone at our first event
on Sunday May 6th . Volunteers are always encouraged
to come out and sign up for
helper duties… this year is
especially beneficial to helpers with Trillium’s new “Volunteer Reward System” allowing
points redemption for merchandise or even participation
in events like Autocrosses or
Mosport Advanced Driving
Schools (ADS).

•

Sunday May 20th
Sunday August 26th
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2012 BMW M5 - 5th
Written and Still Photographed by Shawn Molnar
Dynamic Photos Credit: Tom Kirkpatrick, Member at Large
Originally published at bmwblog.com
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Time’s the Charm!
Some things require practice,
some things require evolutionary leaps through time.
Other things are born seemingly perfect, and never cease
to amaze as they continually
improve – generation after
generation. iPods would be a
good example of the latter, the
Hilton family would not.
When it comes to four-door
automotive bliss, BMW’s M5
has stood as the industry
benchmark since 1985. It has
never wavered from its perch
of dominant performance,
overlooking all other competitors as they stretch to touch
the bar it continually sets so
impossibly high. So as you
can imagine, improving on
a car founded at such great
heights is no easy task.
Many would say that BMW’s
E39 M5 launched in 1999 was
the holy-grail of M5s; that it
was so inviolably good, no
car could ever dethrown it.
Of course, many cars have
moved the performance bar
since then including the American built CTS-V (shocker!),
not to mention the E39’s own
family descendant, the E60
M5. This should not be surprising to anyone with their eyes
open, because technology advancement has catapulted car
design at warp speed to where
we stand in the fall of 2011.
That Cadillac was able to build
a car even worthy of comparison to an M5 is testimony to
the rapid advancement of automotive design in the modern
era, across all continents and
companies.
With the above in mind,
perhaps it should come as
no surprise that the fifth descendant of the M5 is a techno-packed marvel of wires,
exotic metals and blurry performance. BMWBLOG has
already documented the new
M5’s performance as a track
day weapon. We’ve also

driven around Ascari looking
mostly out the side windows,
for your reading enjoyment.
Today we bring you a review
of BMW’s M5 as it performs
on public roads, albeit Spanish back roads and (heavily
Policed) highways.

The Moment of Truth.
Finally, the moment had
come. I found myself with
arm-outstretched in anxious
receipt of the key to a shiny
new M5. The corresponding car to my key was found
outside the hotel in a parking lot flooded with fellow
M5s. Walking up to my copy,
I noticed the bulging wheel
fenders and gaping intakes.
These will stick out from the
crowd – except when in a
crowd of M5s. Slipping in
behind the wheel, I adjusted
my seat and mirrors. And the
steering wheel position. And
the seat bolsters. I suppose I
was letting it all soak in before that special moment.
“Munich: we have ignition.”
The M5 was alive, and after a
surprisingly audacious song
of revvs, the twin-turbo engine settled into a sonorous
hum. Palms now sweaty (it’s
hot in Spain) I adjusted more
buttons. Two buttons were of
particular importance to my
recollection: M1 and M2.
When I first heard of the
new M5 featuring two M buttons I thought, “what gimmickry!” Why not three or
four? Maybe five? But it
wasn’t long before I appreciated their presence on the
thick rimed steering wheel.
“M1 was set for maximum
fun, with the suspension,
engine and steering in their
sportiest settings, and all
electronic nannies turned off.
“M2 was set for the polar opposite driving experience:
relaxed steering, suspension

and engine response – all
ready to calm the mood after
turbocharged blasts.
Setting off for a photo
shoot, I found myself navigating the route to a desolate back road. M1 engaged,
(you must press the button
twice for fear you hit it accidentally), I let this animal off
its leash. Let’s be clear: this
new M5 is a raving lunatic
of power and speed, if that’s
what you allow it to be, by hitting M1. I’m no longer sure
if M stands for “Motorsport,”
“Maniac” or “Monster,” but it
sure as hell doesn’t stand for
“Marketing,” as some antagonists would have you believe.
Scampering over the asphalt searching for grip, the
M5 felt very alive and giddy to
play. Throttle response was
immediate, if not completely
lag-free (as physics would
suggest that this is completely impossible). Lag was only
felt in the higher gears, in
first and second it was nearly
imperceptible. The truth is,
this first-ever turbocharged
M5 builds character and personality on the addition of its
turbos. It doesn’t apologize
for them, and neither should
BMW M. The turbos add so
much to this car – besides its
5,000 rpm wide full-on powerband. They add a whooshing,
sometimes hissing, mostly
thunderous soundtrack. They
give this car the muscular,
torqued up personality that
was lacking in the E60. And
– save the planet – they add
30% efficiency over the fuel
consumption of the last M5.
Overall, the power-plant is
what defines this car, and in
my opinion, the turbos are
what make it truly great – and
relevant in the year 2012.
Lag has been reduced
thanks to several key changes
to the S63 twin-turbo unit found
in the XM cars, from which this

engine was based and shares
most parts. A drop in boost
pressure of 0.1 Bar helps minimize lag, as does the addition
of Valvetronic variable valve lift
on the intake side. The intake
valves are now used as throttles, for the first time in an M
engine. The S63tu (technical
update) engine in the new M5
still has throttles fitted, but they
only kick in when called upon
in “Limp Home Mode,” should
there be a technical failure in
the valvetrain. The M5’s engine was also updated with
larger turbos, and intercoolers approximately twice (!) as
large as those found on the
XM cars. Piping in and out of
the engine has been significantly increased in diameter,
thus allowing better flow. No
less than six radiators are
found lurking behind the front
grill and plastic fascia, with the
bottom most radiator laid flat
horizontally to double as an
aerodynamic element to guide
airflow into the car. You get the
feeling that the cooling system
alone is a technological
marvel – and considering
that the turbos and catalytic
converters are crammed
in the 90’ ‘V’ of the cylinder
banks, there is no doubt that
the M5 needs this level of
cooling power.

Calm the Mood.
Already impressed by the
dynamic performance of the
M5, I decided to queue the
music, press “M2” and calm
the drive. The widened variance between performance
and comfort settings make
the F10 M5 a uniquely twopart car. Driving to the office,
or driving grandma to the optometrist would not feel out of
place in this car. In its comfort
settings, it is softly dampened
to the point that most bumps
Continued on next page
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precisely what draws most
buyers to such a car. It’s fun
to be naughty, and driving a
naughty car says a lot about
you. A few points can be added to your cool factor. You
may claim the “Cool Dad” title. You might even add a few
facebook friends.

Drop the Hammer.
Continued from previous page

are minimized or swallowed
up altogether. Steering feel
is still communicative of the
road surface, but more assisted and a little less raw.
The engine and transmission
show the greatest difference,
providing very smooth roll-on
throttle actuation while pulling away from red lights. The
Getrag sourced 7-speed dual
clutch transmission holds
gears only long enough to
justify the next upshift, and
then completes the shift in
soft, luxurious, nearly slushbox smooth style.
One of the biggest improvements over the E60 M5 would
be the addition of huge torque
reserves low down in the revband – particularly in the context of relaxed driving. Left in
automatic drive mode, the M5
can be driven in a spectacularly boring fashion. We know
that deep inside, its turbines
and cylinders are gritting their
teeth – anxious for the next
tire spinning adventure – but
this new M5 will try hard to
fool you into believing it is a
pedestrian beast of burden.

Don’t be Fooled.
Whilst basking in the lush
and luxurious cabin of the
new M5, “M2” mode firmly
affixed on the dash, I came
upon a round-a-bout. They
are common in Europe and
really no big deal for European cars since – unlike American cars mostly designed to
travel in straight lines – European cars are designed to
turn on occasion. Half-way
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around the circle, in my coddled and relaxed stupor, I
stepped on the gas. Shortly
thereafter, I found my hands
a-flutter going opposite lock,
my foot feathering the throttle
to bring the car back straight.
Jumping junipers! In my infant moments with the car, I
had overlooked the fact that
in my M2 preset, traction
control and dynamic stability
control were both turned off.
The driver of the M5 ahead
of me later confessed that
he thought I had intentionally
drifted through that round-about – but trust me – I did not.
This experience shed light
on a valuable observation.
The E60 didn’t want to kill
you, and this new one does if
you turn off the electronic aids
and don’t know what you’re
doing. So to that end I think
the new M5 shows a big improvement, because by most
definitions, this murderous
personality makes it a true
supercar. If any ‘Ol Joe could
hop in and drive its wheels off
with ease – well you wouldn’t
garner much respect driving
one, as you would a typical
“tries to kill you” supercar. Of
course, leave the dynamic
traction control on, and the
M5 will do you no harm – as
long as you respect a few basic laws of speed and physics. But no one will assume
your first name is ‘Joe’ because of what this car can
do, and ultimately wants to
do to you. Like a dirty girlfriend, it always wants to play
naughty, and speed limits
not withstanding, it could get
you in a lot of trouble. This is

At the end of the day, you always end up back in M1. It’s
just so addictive. Finally arriving on open, curvy Spanish back-roads, I had my
first taste of the M5’s performance depth. Tromping on
the throttle from a standstill,
the rear slightly squats down
as the tires spin and hurl you
forwards. Car and Driver has
claimed a 0-60 time of 3.8
seconds using launch control,
and our well-calibrated neck
muscles tell us that’s no lie.
Up to redline in first, I tapped
the right steering mounted
paddle and grabbed second.
Wheel spin. Grabbed third.
Wheel spin. Grabbed fourth.
Good lord… a little wheel
spin. True, the Spanish roads
were a little slippery in some
places, but still – this engine
is hydrogen-bomb powerful.
It gives you the impression it
could pull forever, and I suspect that it could push the M5
well beyond the 200 mph barrier with the right gearing. If
the E60 M5 could break 200
mph once delimited, then
certainly this car could turn
a four-door shattering top
speed closer to 210 mph. I
would place that wager.
Carving
through
the
sweepers, the chassis feels
incredibly stiff, and the suspension tightly bound. Upon
reaching a particularly bumpy
back road, I found another
handy use for the second M
button on the wheel. I lost the
comfy settings and instead
programed “Sport Plus” in
every parameter except the
suspension setting, which I
left in “Comfort.” The resulting interplay between road

surface, M buttons and road
holding was incredible – as
I hit a bumpy stretch I would
engage M2, then once the
road smoothed out, I’d switch
back to M1. Over the uneven
asphalt, comfort mode allowed the wheels to maintain
good contact with the road,
whereas the sportiest setting
had me skipping across the
surface. Needless to say, after several back road blasts,
I grew to love the additional
M button.
Steering feel is excellent, if
not perfect. It demonstrates
a massive improvement over
the pedestrian F10’s steering,
but I could use a little more
feel at the limit when feathering the wheel, feeling for grip.
That aside, the handling is
top notch and gives you a lot
of confidence to press on.
Still not buying my testimony of handling prowess?
In one photo captured during
my drive I managed inside
wheel lift! Only a dialed in
suspension, chassis and tire
setup can produce enough
grip to lift the inside wheel.
The brakes are massively
powerful, hauling the M5
back down to speed in short
order. Thanks to venting,
cross-drilled rotors, and massive 6-piston front calipers,
the brakes were consistent
and fade free.
Overall, my biggest complaint would fall in the weight
department. It’s not that the
M5’s considerable heft is a
major hindrance to its performance – in a straight line
or around the track. M engineers have compensated
for the weight increase brilliantly, and shy of 10/10ths
driving, it’s a moot point. But
the weight is felt nonetheless,
and it is without a doubt the
new M5’s weakest link. To
phrase it another way, if the
M5 lost 253 lbs instead of
gaining them – it would be
that much better, more tactile, quicker on its toes, and
eager to change speed and
Continued on page 12

Become
a Track Addict! It’s Perfectly Legal
By: Isi Papadopoulos, President
Many years ago I began attending Trillium BMW Club’s
advanced driving schools. In
my mind I was arriving not as
a rookie, but as a very experienced driver who was curious to see what new stuff this
group had to show me. You
see, I had a lot of years of rally
driving under my belt, so I felt
that I was well equipped for anything they would throw at me.
Boy was I in for a surprise!
Over the next seven or eight
driving schools I learned how
to break the driving process
into components and improve each incrementally. I
learned the theory behind
the new technologies in tires,
which means that unlike in
rally cars, one does not set
up a slide before the corner.
I learned all about smoothness, optimum lines to follow on the track, and even
that the hand-brake is not a
second steering wheel! And
I learned another thousand
things that could fill the pages
of this entire publication! But
what astounded me the most
were two things:

(a) The well thought out
and articulated curriculum
that was presented to the
different levels of drivers;
novice, intermediate and advanced. The concepts and
lessons were designed to
prepare one group for progression to the next.
(b) The level of professionalism that the instructors
exhibited, both in their knowledge and in their presentation and personalities.
It would have been easy
to assume that this was a full
time job for them, for what
volunteer program could produce such a quality and safety
oriented learning environment
and experience? And yet
these were all volunteers who
had full time jobs elsewhere!
The Trillium advanced driving school program was so
good that several BMW advanced driving schools in the
US and Canada adopted it.
Even BMW Canada utilized
Trillium’s curriculum in their
schools! And Trillium’s instructors are sought far and
wide. I know this through

personal experience, as after
I had attended a great many
schools I went through the instructor training program and
became a Trillium instructor
myself. As a Trillium instructor, I continue to be invited to
teach at numerous other BMW
clubs, both in Canada and
the US. And I am not alone;
a great many Trillium instructors partake in instructing at
places like Watkins Glen, NY,
Virginia International Raceway, Mid Ohio, Calabogie, Le
Circuit Mont Tremblant, and
at countless other tracks and
clubs. To boot, our instructors
always receive exceptional
reviews from the students of
these other clubs!
I have also attended and
more recently instructed at
other non-BMW schools.
There is a night and day difference between our club
and these others in the level
of organization, instructor
knowledge, professionalism,
emphasis on safety and thoroughness of the curriculum.
Trillium’s advanced driving
school has four logical cate-

gories for students as follows:
Novice student – generally
includes students who have
attended few or no track sessions, and teaches the basics
of car control, vision, threshold
braking, shifting at speed, optimal lines and smoothness.
Intermediate student – includes students who have attended several schools at the
novice level and focuses on
more advanced topics such
as throttle steering, weight
transfer, optimal braking,
basic trail braking and many
other topics.
Advanced student – includes students who have
progressed and mastered
the techniques taught in the
Intermediate group, and will
learn more advanced topics
such as rotating the car, trail
braking, passing into corners,
entry and exit speed strategies, and myriads of other
advanced topics.
Solo driver (new for 2012) –
this group consists of very advanced students who would
like to go lapping without an
Continued on next page
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Continued from page 10

Continued from previous page

instructor. The chief instructor
must pre-approve all individuals who wish to participate in
this group.
All schools have a classroom component and a track
component. The theory that
is learned in class is put to
use on the track.
An additional program for
very advanced students and
instructors, who wish to have
a taste of racing without actually racing, is the BMWCCA
Club Racing School which will
be held this April in conjunction with our Advanced Driving School. The Club Racing
School is NOT a race. It is intended to train aspiring racers
the techniques of racing and
the situations in which one
may find oneself on the track.
There will be mock starts, entry into corners with three cars
abreast, and many other racing techniques and situations.
This school is also organized
into classroom sessions followed by track sessions.
Trillium BMW Club held its
first Club Racing School in
2011, and by all accounts it
was a runaway success! The
school is open to all advanced
drivers and instructors. You
will drive your own car, and
the Club Racing School instructors (who are all licensed
racers) will be in their own
cars on the track, to evaluate
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and to add a dose of racing
reality to the experience.
The 2012 dates for the Trillium BMW Chapter Advanced
Driving Schools are as follows:
• April 27/28/29 at Mosport
Grand Prix track
• June 1/2/3 at Mosport
Grand Prix track
• September 7/8/9 at Mosport Grand Prix track
The date for the Trillium
BMWCCA
Club
Racing
School will be:
• April 27th - 29th at Mosport Grand Prix track
No matter what your driving
skill level, come on out. You
will certainly improve your
skills and it will make you a
safer driver on the streets
and highways. And you will
enjoy yourself and learn
much! I went through it and
experienced it myself! And I
also developed some lifetime
friendships along the way!
Owning a BMW or Mini is
not mandatory to attend our
schools. But if you have a
BMW or Mini, and would like
to find out what’s behind the
word “ultimate” in “ultimate
driving machine”, you owe it
to yourself to find out.
Come on out and experience the quality of education,
the professionalism and the
camaraderie that is the Trillium BMW Club!

•

direction. To be fair, the new
M5 is larger than its predecessor, so factoring that in,
we can still consider it to be
“light weight,” even at 1,870
kg (4,123 lbs). Many individual components on the M5 are
lighter, including the engine,
and the doors – now made of
aluminum.
The usual BMW appointments of luxury and technology fill the cabin, from iDrive
to a fabulous sound system.
The seats are a pleasure to
sit in regardless of duration,
and when you’re not flogging it, the cabin is relaxed
and quiet. In typical BMW
form, every control falls to
hand and buttons are exactly where you would expect
them to be. The only thing
missing was a third pedal,
but we hear even this appendage will make its way to
showrooms in due time.

Muy bonita.
Finally and in conclusion, we
arrive at the topic of curb appeal. I challenge you to walk
past the new M5 and not feel
your heart beat just a little bit
faster, or your eyes lock onto
its curves. Its sheet metal is
muscular and menacing, yet
swoopy and curvaceous.
Now in its fifth generation, the
M5 is packed with charm.
It became clear to me while
driving through a small Spanish town that the M5 has
street presence. It turned
heads, first for its sound, then
for its looks. I believe its gorgeous sparkling blue paint
may have also had something to do with it (or perhaps
its handsome driver? No,
most certainly not!). I heard a

young girl yell, “Muy bonita!”
translated, “Very beautiful!”
while driving past.
Men and women of all ages
could not help but lock eyes
on the slippery blue shape
as it rolled away. The M5
seemed to enjoy the attention, because it rather rambunctiously revved its engine
every time the auto start-stop
technology would switch the
engine back on. After a large
enough crowd of young men
had gathered their attention, the least I could do was
tromp on the throttle – much
to their fist-pumping, cheering delight. This is a happy
car – it wants to take in the
moment. It often makes you
smile. And for that – it can
fittingly be badged an M car.
Muy bonita indeed.

•

Editor’s Note
The editor would like to thank
those who submitted copy for
this issue of Contact.
All members are welcome to submit their own
stories or news articles for
inclusion in the next issue
of Contact magazine.
Contact is a quarterly
journal produced by the
club, for the club - so if
you have any ideas for
future articles, areas of
interest you would like to
see covered, or questions
you would like answered,
please write the editor at:
shawn.inbox@gmail.com
This issue of Contact
was assembled and edited
by Shawn Molnar with contributions from club members and directors.
Look for us at the next
Trillium event!

In BMW News...
2012 is looking to be a great
year (don’t believe the Mayans!) and I look forward
to meeting each and every
one of you throughout the
year while making this club
a fun and rewarding experience for all!
BMW Group Canada reports best-ever January with
34 per cent increase in yearover-year sales.
BMW, MINI and Motorrad
brands each report new records.
BMW
Group
Canada
(BMW and MINI brands combined) achieved a record
January with 1,845 retails, an
increase of more than 34 per
cent compared to January,
2011. New monthly sales records were set by each brand
– BMW, MINI and Motorrad
– with both BMW and MINI
achieving strong double-digit
increases.

“BMW Group entered 2012
as the number one premium
manufacturer in Canada,”
said Eduardo Villaverde,
president and CEO of BMW
Group Canada. “After a strong
finish to 2011, we now have
a tremendous start to 2012.
This is the best January ever
for both the BMW and MINI
brands, and I am delighted to
see the company continuing
its momentum from 2011. I’m
confident we’ll see continued
strong performance as we introduce new products to the
market this year, such as the
new 3 Series.”
The BMW brand retailed
1,644 units in January, an
increase of 35 per cent over
January 2011.
This marks the best-ever
January for the BMW brand.
This year will bring exciting
new products for the brand,
including the new sixth-gen-

eration 3 Series and the 6
Series Gran Coupé. As the
fourth-largest M market globally, BMW Canada is also
looking forward to the arrival
of the much-anticipated M5.
The MINI brand reported its
best-ever January with 2011
units retailed, an increase of
27per cent over the same period in 2011. After the recent
arrival of the MINI Coupe,
the MINI Roadster will be the
next product to arrive to the
brand’s expanding line-up.
BMW Motorrad Canada
set a new record in January
with 57 motorcycle retails, an
increase of 3.6 per cent over

the same period last year.
For the first time ever,
Motorrad will expand its
product offering into the
scooter market with the arrival of the all-new Maxi-Scooter later this year.
BMW pre-owned reported
January retails of 796 units,
representing a decrease of
6.8 per cent over the same
period last year.
MINI’s pre-owned monthly
sales decreased 49.7 per
cent compared to January
2011 results, with a total of
73 units retailed.

[Source: BMW Canada]
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“Once Upon a Time…”
A Tale of Motoring
Passion
By: Jen Venditti, Member at Large
If I think back to when it all
started, this love of cars,
motor racing and speed, I
could probably pinpoint the
year I turned seven. It was
a warm summer afternoon
when I stopped just outside
the cool garage and asked
my dad what he was doing.
His bright smile and greasy
hands, the faint smell of
gasoline, motor oil & grease
all lured me in as I watched
him search for the proper
wrenches, sockets and listened to him chat about
changing brakes, oil and
washer fluid…I sat on his
old red metal tool box, taking it all in.
In my mind he was an expert
mechanic; he must have been
to know all this perplexing information. To lift a car off the

ground and then crawl under
it?! I was amazed. From that
day forward I would become
his right-hand helper, passing
him tools, relaying messages
from my mom about lunch being ready and really just listening and experiencing this love
of all things automobile. I was
hooked for life.
Have you looked back up
to the title of this article yet?
Wondered, “…track wife? A
girl?!” The rumors are true,
there are many of us out
there who are a part of this
“Boy’s Club” and, if truth be
told, really don’t mind it being called a boy’s club. We’re
not afraid of grease on our
hands and can hold our own
in a group discussing the last
F1 race or latest comparison
test in Car & Driver. We also

populate the instructor core,
and can trail-brake with the
best of them.
Still, it’s unfortunate that we
represent such a small percentage of this special club.
Perhaps it’s a fear of the unknown; the thought of not belonging because of being a
girl? It’s interesting because
most men I know want nothing more than to share their
passion and love of cars, especially with a close friend,
girlfriend or wife. Whatever
the reasons, I’ve decided it
is my mission this year to
encourage more women to
come to events. To bring out
their inner petrol-head and ex-

It’s Time You Joined the Club!
Traffic isn’t getting any
lighter. Have you seen a
truely open road to enjoy in
the last week? Didn’t think
so. You’ve invested in the
proper machinery - now it’s
time to enjoy it.
Trillium Club, a chapter of
BMW Club Canada, is about
exploring the impressive limits of your BMW safely and
guilt-free in the confines of the
racetrack. Professional performance driving instructors
will help you to master the
subtleties of car control, releasing plenty of endorphines
and adreneline in the process.

First and foremost, Trillium promotes safe driving.
We advocate that a safe
driver is a prepared driver,
one who understands the
limits of his or her car’s handling and knows how to correct a slide or safely bring
their car to a stop.
The simple truth is: until you’ve experienced your
BMW on the racetrack
where it was designed, you
have not truely owned your
BMW.
Our next performance driving school takes
place April 28th and 29th at
Mosport International Race-

way - a decades old, highly
esteemed Formula 1 racetrack of the ’70s.
Our driving weekends include in-class preparation
and instruction, skid-pad exersises, and finally, plenty of
time on the wide-open racetrack. Our Advanced Driving Schools (ADS) are notfor-profit, and as a licensed
school, our tuition is tax deductable.
We cordially invite you to
join us and see what all the
excitement is about.

•

Advertise with Trillium Club
Would you like to advertise
your products or services to
Trillium members?
Trillium offers print, web,
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and
T-shirt
advertising.
Sales booth space is also
available at our schools.
For more information,

please contact Shawn Molnar
at: shawn.inbox@gmail.com

perience the excitement that
ripples through each of us.
My husband and I have
already started on this mission with our twin seven
year old daughters. You may
have seen them at autocross
events, driving schools, etc.
They watch the goings on,
ask questions, play with sidewalk chalk and cheer on their
favorite cars. They’re not
quite tall enough to start on
their own racing careers but
they love that noise, speed
and are content to sit on daddy’s yellow toolbox just being
a part of the world that mommy and daddy love so much.

•

Trillium
Calender

Important Dates:
March 13th @ 7:30 pm:
-Club social meeting at
Budd’s BMW
April 28th & 29th:
-Advanced Driving School
Mosport Raceway
June 2nd 3rd:
-Advanced Driving School
Mosport Raceway
September 8th & 9th:
-Advanced Driving School
Mosport Raceway
For more information and
details on Trillium events,
please visit our website. If
your questions are still unanswered, feel free to call
us. A directory of board
members is found on page
3 of this issue.
See you at the track!

Volunteer with Trillium
and Discover Your
Place in the Club!
As certain as the spring and
summer will come, so too will
the activities and social functions arranged by Trillium
BMW Club.
Earth, Jupiter, Saturn and
a multitude of other planets
throughout the galaxy need
the forces provided by smaller companions to keep from
being flung out into the vast
emptiness of space or falling into the Sun. Volunteers
are a lot like these celestial
companions, and without their
help, club activities would
retreat into darkness, and
club structure would become
largely impossible.
To put it into less vivid imagery: without volunteers the
club would not exist. We don’t
just need volunteers - we need
the unwavering dedication,
determination, and diligence
akin to our celestial examples.
Ok, I think that is enough
with the sky talk; anymore
metaphors and I think my PC
might blue-screen in protest.
I think it’s quite obvious now
that we are looking for good
men and women to help out
with the club and participate
as volunteers. Beyond having
an impact on the club, you can
gain other benefits. Volunteering provides you with the

opportunity to build on new
skills, become a bigger part of
the BMW community, provide
a sense of achievement, fulfill
required volunteer/community service and provide new,
exciting experiences. As you
help out you will also meet
some of the most interesting people on the face of the
planet.
Another benefit of volunteering is how it reflects on
a resume or current place of
employment. It is estimated
that 73% of employers will
take a candidate who has volunteer experience over one
that does not. Furthermore,
94% of employees who have
volunteered to learn new skills
have been promoted or given
a raise as a result.*
If that is not motivation
enough, Trillium is providing even more incentive. In
the coming weeks the membership can expect to hear
details about a volunteer rewards program. The purpose
behind this is program is to
recognise members and non
members that provide time to
the Trillium BMW Club.
It is the intention of the club
to allow all activities or products to be exchanged, including anything from club mem-

berships to driving schools. It
is with these exciting activities
and programs that Trillium will
keep its structure together.
We want this club to be the
best it can possibly be and
that starts with the commitment of the membership.
If you would like to submit
your name for volunteer activities you can contact me
any time at the email found
below. We expect this to be

a very popular program - we
may soon have to refuse help!
Please know that we will
make this as fair as possible and
will attempt to schedule everyone interested in participating
thorough out the seasons.
Email me today to get involved!
dan.janssen@trillium-bmwclub.ca
*http://www.worldvolunteerweb.org/

BAVARIAN MOTORS INC.
The GTA’s Premiere BMW Specialists

Service to ALL Makes & Models
7634 Woodbine Ave., Unit #6 Markham, ON L3R 2N2
905-479-1769 • www.bavarianmotors.ca
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